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. cine! grace the garden of nature 
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CHAP L 


FHEN the tongue of Akan, 
tion became ſilent, and theſe 


tramplers of the faireſt lpwary . 


had drawn in the reins of elution, 
upon the extenſive; field of n 
the prince from this palatable medicine, 
as from the pleaſing dreams of an opi- 
Vor. II. | A - "ng 


2 
ate, found only a temporary relief, while 
thus he addreſſed his phyſicians: 
* Though we cannot but applaud 
your wit, we muſt deteſt your 
* maxims. When the leperous tongues 
e of preſumptive men revile the ſacred 
laws of heaven, defaming his moſt 
« beautiful works, and cavilling at the 
« depravity of nature, what do they do 
more than manifeſt their impotence 
and folly, like children throwing 
* ſtones at the ſun, or curs that ſit 
<« barking on a hill at the refulgence 
« of the queen of brightneſs? . 
« Love is the law of God, and wo- 
© man is the adorable object. The 
« worm is not found in every fruit, nor 
44 has the canker deſtroyed every bloſ- 
« ſom. Deſpiſe not therefore the good 
« for the bad, but plant the virtuous 
« in the garden of your heart; and be 
_ * aſſured 


a+ 


1 


'r aſfured that the perfume of chaſte 
& love ſiirpaſſes that of muſk” and am- 


„ ber. We have heard that you all 


« have wives, and we doubt not but 


you alſo have daughters; we there- 


“ fore adjudge you by your own words, 


and leave you to the happineſs of 
c your reflections.“ 


80 ſaying he aroſe from his ſopha, 
and retired into the chambers of re- 
poſe. There he threw himſelf down 
for the night on the flinty bed of inqui- 


etude, and gave wing to the eagle of 
imagination, which ſoared- through the 
os painted clouds of deluſion to the burn- 


ing regions of love. 
Here in the viſions of night he be- 


held the fair object of his fancy, like an 
angel in a veil of light, who with the 


fingers of morning opened the door of 
paradiſe, and beckoned him to a flow= 


. ery 


N 


ery couch; but in. the moment of blits 
ſhe diſappeared, and left him in- the 
vale of darkneſs. 
As the traveller of the thirſty deſart, 
who dreaming of the waters of Frat * 
| wakes in a burning fever, fo ſtarted the 
prince from his bed, but found himſelf 
in the wilderneſs of ſorrow, where he 
wandered till the king of day defeating 
the ſtarry hoſt, drove them from the 
field of heaven; and night, with ſilent 
ſep, retired through the gates of the 
weſt, like a virgin who had raviſh- 
ed a lock from the brow of her flum- 
bering lover. 
Nov the ſincere well-wiſhers of the 

Muſtrious protector of the world, who 
bore his image impreſſed on their 
hearts, and whoſe aged foreheads were 


* The Euphrates. 


[33 
worn on the humble pavement of pro- 
ſtration, again attended the preſence, 
and ſtill finding that the lion of mad- 
neſs had broke through the toils of 
their deſigns, they attempted, with the 
lamps of wiſdom, to enlighten his 
melancholy mind, and to ſow with the 
ſeeds of inſtruction the parched intel- 

lectual ſoil. For this purpoſe an aged 
vizier thus EY * his ad- 
dreſs. 


Great ſanctuary of the world, and 
0 refuge of the children of need, the 


4 ſound of whoſe fame is echoed from 
* hilt to hill, and from the terror of 
« whoſe victorious ſword the throned 
« potentates of the earth retire, trem- 
* bling like ſapleſs leaves on the wings 
* of the autumnal wind! We the 
* meaneſt of his ſlaves are gratified 
* with the pleaſing perfume of hope, 


A3 3 


» 


. * ſtormy deep, 


E 


&« that he will no longer be poſſeſſed 
« by imagination, but raiſe his eyes 
© to glory, and inherit the crown of 
c fame. jt | | 
Ambition is the paſſion of princes, 
e and war is the paſtime of kings; it is 
virtue to triumph over tyrants, and 


< to tread on the necks of the proud, to 


<« ſhed the dew of beneficence upon the 
world, and to ſpread the canopy of 
« juſtice and protection over the face 
g of the extended earth. 

« How brave is the prince of Iran, 


« and how pleaſant is the voice of his 


„fame? His ſpear js a ray of the 
te morning, and his ſword a bright beam 
<« of the ſky; his helmet the ſtar of 
<« evening, and his armour like the light 
e of the riſing moon reflected from the 


“But 


17 
Hut ſhall the praiſe of the prince of 
« Tran be heard in theſe happier climes ? 
“ ſhall his ſpear be exalted on the fields 
« of Hindoſtan? or ſhall the lightning of 
his ſteel dry up the affrighted Sind ? 
« No, let his glories be darkened, let his 
« pride be laid low in the duſt. | 

This of late was the darling of our 
<« hope, ſporting by the foot of the 
« throne; we caught fire from the eye of 
our prince, and grew heroes from his 
e aſpect of war. Age furbiſhed the ſword 
of ambition, and tottered in the rai- 
« ment of ſteel ; the amuſements of his 
childhood were battles,” and his toys 
ce were the inſtruments of death: but 
* the trumpet is heard no more, nor the 
* neighing of the embattled ſteeds; the 
de of the face of labour is exchanged 

* for luxurious perfume, and the glitter- 
Ba en 


4 1 


fs ing mail of the field for the tinſel em- 
« broidery of the haram.” 

Thus ſpoke this bright ornament of | 
knowledge, when the prince, trembling 
like a rock on the plain when the earth 
is convulſed with vapours, gave warning 
of his kindling rage, which drove them 
from his dangerous preſence. Finding 
that they had been hammering cold 
iron, and meaſuring the air in their 
hands, they ſnortened the arm of labour, 
drawing the veil of humility over the 
face of their baffled conceit; and as 
the arrow of fate was ſhot, which 
Gulzara alone could extract, it was 
thought moſt adviſeable to endeavour. 
to conſult her more falutary ſkill, to 
engraft this fair plant of their hope on 
the ſtock of the Indian empire, to be 
.nouriſhed by the ſun of proſperity, near 
the perpetual ſtream of time. Go 
| Accord- 


1 

Accordingly, conſulting his aged fa. 
ther, whoſe head, like the mountain of 
Elwind, was white with the ſnow of 
ſorrow, it was concluded that a noble 
ambaſſador, loaded with precious gifts, 
with a letter of friendly purport, 
glancing at the mark of deſign, ſhould 
be diſpatched to her illuſtrious father, 
to endeavour if poſſible to obtain this 
ineſtimable pearl to grace the bracelet 
of ſacred love. 

Pleaſed with this ſhadow of hope, 
a ſecretary of luminous pen, rival of 
the celeſtial recorder, was commanded on 
the plain of imagination to give ſcope 
to his variegated ray. This painter of 
the mind with exquiſite taſte and in- 
vention began to curl the muſky locks * 


b That is a man of genius and literature. 
An allufion to the form of the Perſian al- 


8 Phabet. 


of 


1. 201 

of bold writing on the fair - face of 
paper, while the melodious nightingale 
of rhetoric ſat e on his melliflu- 
ous reed l. 


6 The Eaftern nations uſe reeds inſtead of 
quills. 
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CHAP, 1 


The letter of the king of Hindoſtan 
to the emperor of Cathay. 


FT E R extolling the glories and 
; praiſe. of the Almighty, pro- 
feſſing our thankfulneſs and ſincere 
acknowledgments to the Creator of 
heaven and earth, the page of whoſe 
infinite perfection the pen of rhetoric 
can only blot; and after adminiſtring 
the bright jewels of wiſdom that adorn 
the ſleeve of the holy prophet*, we pre- 
ſent this odoriferous noſegay of friend- 
ſhip and amity, this n of 


* Mahommed. 


concord 


1 

concord and politeneſs, to the king 
of a happy world, bright ſemblance of 
Afredoon, Kei Chuſero *, of virtuous 
aſpect, ornament of the throne of em- 
pire, diſpoſer of ſcepters, and beſtower 
of crowns, preſident of the ſociety of 
wiſdom, the ſpear of conqueſt, ſuper- 
ſcription of the records of fame, and 
great ſeal of the mandates of juſtice z 

| Whoſe magnificence and glory beam 
from ſtar to ſtar, whoſe fortune riſes 
terrible in the fields of blood; the 
world's aſylum, the choiceſt plant of 
paradiſe, and creation's moſt precious 
gem. 1 
Though, contrary to the cuſtom of 
the worſhippers of greatneſs, we have 
neglected, for ſome time, to keep the 
chain of intercourſe in agitation, or, 


f Famous kings of Perſia, ; 
| with 


WE: 

with the pencil of expreſſion, to retoueli 
the bright features of our antient friend- 
ſhip, yet in the way of contemplative 
devotion we have not been forgetful 
of the object of our eſteem and venera- 
tion. 

But ſince our buſineſs is with the 
world, the ſuperficial judges of external 
objects, it hath now pleaſed our ſublime 
will to gratify our longing deſire, as 
well as their admiration, with this 
public teſtimonial of the communica- 
tion and concordance ſubſiſting be- 
tween our illuſtrious crowns. 

It is therefore our earneſt deſire that 
the odoriferous tree of friendſhip may 
bloſſom by the warmth of complaiſance, 

and be productive of the fruit of de- 
light; that fouls, the receptacles of 
greatneſs, may, in public as well as in 
private, be ſo intimately connected and 


14 J 

indiſſolubly tied together, ſuch as the 
inveſtigators of ſubſtantial truth, and 
explorers of eſſential reaſon, have ex- 
perienced in full purity, and honored 
with the name of friendſhip. Thus'ſhall 
the edifice of our glory be ſtedfaſt. as 
the mountains, and the united ſtreams 
of our royal blood roll through the 
regions of poſterity to the end of re- 
volving time. 

For this auſpicious putpoſe we have 
recommended the choſen of our houſe- 
hold, the cabinet of our confidence, 
and the treaſury of our truſt, who, 
from infancy to manhood, in the ſhade 
of our royal bounty, hath obtained 
nurture and education for the ſervice 
of your majeſty, the true touchſtone 
of merit, to proceed in a happy hour, 
that the particulars of our inclination 
may be more fully explained, and the 
| flower 
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flower of our friendſhip find cultivation 
from the power of his eloquent tongue. 

We therefore hope that our confi- 
dence in him repoſed will be admitted 
into the ears of favor, and approved in 
the judicature of the mind, ſo that the 
hands of our virgin embaſſy may be 
painted with the crimſon of conſent *, 
not doubting but the mirrors of our 
minds will reflect on each other, in 
future, the object of pleaſure and 
truth. It has, by the planters of the 
roſary of ſcience, been invariably main- 
tained, that never, from the pencil of 
nature, on the leaves of creation, a 
fairer picture than friendſhip took form; 
and that of every happineſs in the 


© When virgins are betrothed in the Eaſt, their 


palms and fingers are dyed of a crimſon color, 
with an herb called hinna, 


power 


6 J 

power of our capacity, the unity of 
ſouls exalts the moſt. 
When an example of this practice 

ſhall ariſe from the choſen of God; 
who, next to the prophets of truth; 
are exalted above the poſterity of Adam; 
the ſun of benevolence ſhall diſpel the 
clouds of diſcord, and the beams of 
beneficence be univerſally poured 
abroad. —But ſhould any prolixity of 
ours, a vagrant from the ways of truth; 
or unadorned with the flowers of elo- 
quence, appear at firſt oſtentatious, and 
ſeem productive of diſcord, we are 
fully aſſured that your majeſty will, with 
that mature judgment which is pecu- 
liar to your royal mind, weigh our 
friendly intentions, and inveſtigate them 
with the eyes of truth. 

It may have reached the ears of the 
admitted into your royal preſence, 


3 8 that 


[ 17 } | 
that a certain prince on our frontiers, in 
the days of his proſperity, kept the 
foot of obedience within the limits of 
our commands, and fat like a point in 
the circle of our decrees : but our pa- 
ternal” indulgence! gave wings to the 
pride of his mind. He advanced the 
ſtandard of rebellion againſt our king- 
doms,, and cruelty, oppreſſion, and 
deatlv attended the motion of his 
armies, till we, who claim the title of 
the protector of the world by the 
providence of God. gave reins. to. the 
Keed of war, and covered the earth 
with hoſts, whoſe ſtandards wave in 
the. gales of victory: then his people 


fell before us, like thoſe fair harveſts 


which he himſelf had. trodden down 
with the foot of devaſtation; for 
certain-it is, that the arrows of am- 


birion will always rebound from the 
Vol. II. 3 ſun 


l 18 } 


ſun of royalty upon the heads of thoſe 
who bend the rebellious bow. 

We, who protect with ſuch luſtre 
our throne, are very deſirous, that you 
who enlighten the forehead of for- 
tune, will permit the ſtreams of our 
life to be united for the benefit of 
poſterity and our own joy. We hope 
ſoon to rejoice in the happy news,— 
and let the accounts of the eſtabliſh- 
ment of juſtice, the eradication of re- 
bellion, the extinction of the flames of 
war, the inſtitution of wiſe laws, which 
are the foes of vice, the. exaltation of 
the true faith, the loud voice of the 
trumpet of victory, and the cultiva- 
tion of the garden of peace, which is 
the true glory of kings,—at the ſame 
time gladden the ears of a friend. 


CHAP. 


c HAP. I. 


ambaſſador took leave of the 
court, haſtening to the place of 
command. Ere the moon had thrice 
renewed her age, he found admittance 
into the brazen gates of the imperial 
city of Chanbalich, and was conducted 
with pomp and ſplendor to the ſacred 
preſence of the king of Cathay. He 
exhibited the eſtabliſhed ceremonies, 
and delivered the ſublime writing into 
his royal hand, while a thouſand ſlaves 
in golden raiment heaped the preſents 
before the throne. 
As the king was peruſing the letter, 
the ambaſſador viewed him with a 
——_ piercing 


_—_ — - 
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piercing eye, and, even before he had 
yet half finiſhed, read his anſwer on 
his clouded brow. However, deter- 
mined to juſtify: his loyalty, when he 
204 his eye had run over the page, 
a. ſpeech full of elcganec, end 

p ropriety, he ſet, forth — glories of 
th kings, explained the purpoſe of 
his embaſſy, and enlarged on the great 
and mutual advantage that would ac- 
crue to both empires from an union 
of thoſe branches, which would floyriſh 
to the eyes, of poſterity in ſtrength and 
greatneſs throwing the royal ſhade. of 


protection over the face oft the extended 
earth. 


The king liſtened pet to his 


addreſs, but, in the moment he con- 
cluded, he aroſe and retired with the 
ſigns of diſcontent, without, * 
the * of reply. 

＋ he 


1 21 1 


The ſoul of the ambaſſador was 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, the tongue 
of confidence fell back in the throat 
of ſilence, and a thouſand cubits of 
the water of ſorrow rolled over his 
afflicted head, while the counſellors of 
ſtate, like the pictures around, ſtood 
gazing in ſilent amazement. 

When the chief Debire *, * by the 
royal command, had given vent to the 
bitter fountain of his pen, the am- 
baſſador, diſmiſſed with politeneſs, 
turned the face of reluctance to Hin- 
doſtan. Hemeaſured back every ſtep 
with uneaſineſs, till, in dejection, he 
obtained the honor of kiſſing the cara 
of the king of kings, 1 delivered 
the Aer to his embaſſy into the 
hands of the approaching to the throne. 


Chief ſecretary. 
B 3 CHAP, 
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C H. A F. N. 
The king of Cathay's anſwer. 


F T E R praiſe, adoration, and 

glory to God omnipotent; re- 
verence, honor, and peace to his pro- 
phet divine, be it known to their illu- 
minated mind,. - perfume of the garden 
of royalty, Briſput* of the firmament 
of empire, Kutub * of the eyes of 
kings, ornament of the throne of 
majeſty, chain of confederate nations, 
great library of wiſdom and art, 
ſupporter of the balance of juſtice, 


* Mars.  Þ» The pole. 


ſource 


1 23 J 
ſource of promotion and honor, pearl- 
ſtring of glory and renown : 

That their noſegay of congratulatory 
flowers, that ſmelled ſweetly of friend- 
ſhip and love, in an hour brightened 
by uncommon pleaſure, found admit- 
tance to our royal preſence, gratifying 
our mind with the unexpected perfume 

of bliſs. 

The preliminaries founded upon 
unity, concord, and friendſhip, com- 
poſed- in elegance, and extenſion of 
words, were honored with a favorable 
peruſal, and the eſteemed ambaſſador, 
bleſſed with melody of tongue, and 
amplitude of elocution, through ne- 
ceſſity acquitted, himſelf with propriety, - 
of the confidence in him repoſed. 

Surely the tranſactions of our court 
are not quite ſo unimportant on the 
| B84 earth, 
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earth, as not to have travelled to Hind ; | 
nor the quality of the ſun of our hope | 
ſo debaſed in their vain imaginations, 
that they ſhould point out-a rival in 
their own? 

Thanks be to God, that we. the 
prailer of his holy name, have, from 
the boundleſs garden of his favour, 
been permitted to ſelect the flowers of 
knowledge, and from time to time to. 
quench our thirſt in che fountain of 
tranſparent truth, without being intoxi- 
cated by fermenting vanity, or puffed 
up like bubbles by the air of conceit. 
We have therefore' made it our chief 
ſtudy to be the hunters of our own im- 

perfections, and the computers of the 
various paths of our moments, days, 
and years, never permitting ourſelves 
to be deluded by the ſhining bias of 


fools, 


T% 3 
fools, or enchanted by the deoeitful 
call of knaves: neither have we betn 
the projectors of ſuch unpremeditated 
actions, as muſt ſilence the tongue of 
the wile, and give importance to the 
babble of idle tongues ;; for the pi- 
nions of our power are balanced with 


attention, ere the eagle of reſolution 
takes wing. 


It has been taught as a maxim by 
the wile, that kings, being the com- 
paſſes in the midſt of the nations, 
ſhould place their foot in the center of 
knowledge, and ſweep the great circle 
of art, and that being placed on the 
pinacle of greatneſs, their eye ſhould 
be the pole of direction, and their 
finger the index of truth. But if by 
chance they are deſtitute of knowledge 
and ſtrangers to the propriety of things, 
let them conſult with their viziers of 


experience, 


[ 26] 
experience, and counſellors of wiſdom, 


that the plan of their intentions may be 
juſtly delineated without faults, to oc- 
caſion regret. Till words are well pon- 
dered in the mind, the wiſe have main- 
tained it a weakneſs to produce them 
upon the tongue; but double is his 
folly, who inſcribes upon the records 
of the pen words that are not properly 
weighed. 

May heaven direct ſuch in the ways 
of wiſdom, and befriend them with the 
eyes of truth, that ſcience may flouriſh 
in the garden of the Eaſt, and the ſun 
of empire be eclipſed no more *. 


© To account for the harſhneſs of this anſwer, 
we muſt inform the reader, that, in the Eaſt one 
king giving his daughter to another is the 
greateſt mark of ſubjection, and only de- 
manded by conquerors. 


CHAP. 


- | \ 
Wd 
| * 


CHAP. V. 


7 HEN the aged king obſerved, 
that not even the outlines of 
hope were ſketched upon this epiſtle, 
he reſented the thorns of diſreſpect, 
which the father of Gulzara had thruſt 
into the ſides of his requeſt. His bones 
were dried up with ſorrow, and the 
expiring fire of his conſtitution was 
collected on the altar of his rending 
heart, He called the prince into pri- 
vacy, he informed him of the cauſe of 
his grief, unfolded the doors of in- 
ſtruction, and expatiated on the evils 
of love, 


But 


[28 ] 
But though he exhibited a thouſand 

arguments, and piled mountains of 
difficulties in view, the waves of re- 
ſiſtleſs paſſion, kke the deluge, ſur- 
mounted them all, and the ſtorm of a 


raging imagination was not to be ren- 
— to peace. 

While the ene affliction 
courſed down the cheeks of the farther, 
and the drooping bird of elocution fat 
filent on wiſdom's unprofitable tongue, 
the prince, railing his eyes, ſmiting his 
nm thus ſpoke: 

« Sacred are the words of my father, 
<« and worthy to be written in gold. 
But reaſon, my foe, I will conquer, 
<« and pluck wiſdom by the beard from 
the ſky. Am not I the famed 
« Mudgeno * of madneſs, who rides on 


2 The name of a mad lover, 


ce the 


1 29 J 
the mountains and waves? Will the 
< waves, be adviſed to ſilence? Will the 
«. winds be commanded ta ſleep ? The 
<« tempeſt is high in my brain; there 
fortune rattles; his dice, and I muſt 
Rand or fall by the caſt of fortune. 
Nou pain to me is pleaſure, now 
labour is ſweeter than reſt, nom po- 
« yerty. is better than riches; let me 
embrace them, then, to be. happy; 
« let me indulge my ſaul with grief. 
Hal! Is not this the very eſſence of 
« wiſdom ? If any atk you who I am, 
tell them 1 am the Mercurial wanr 


derer of the deſart, who prefers the 


hard ground for a bed of pleaſure, 
before ſoft filk, for a. bed of pain. 
„Daun with this bauble of royalty, 
< and crown. me with, pouerty's cap. 
„Aw y with this tinſel apparel, and 
cloath me in ſackcloth and rags. 

=... S 


[+9 
« Have you got no ſage counſellor to 
powder my beard with wood aſhes, 


and make a young man look as wiſe 


«as himſelf? 

« I will wander through foreſts of 
danger, and through rivers of fire, 
to the habitation of my beloved; 
« ſhould armies ſurround me, and death 
<< appear to ' oppoſe every ſtep, ſtill I 
« will aſpire to Gulzara, and pluck 
the ſtar of my fortune from the ſky.” 

The maſters of wiſdom were again 


commanded into the preſence, and being 


informed of the extravagance of his re- 
ſolutions, began to teaze him with the 
impertinence of advice, till trembling as 
with horror, thus changing his ſtrain, he 
began, while the lingering accents of 


ſorrow, like a flame in the ſocket, 


expired, and his heart, like the grains 
| of 


E 


of a pomegranate, piece by been was 


extracted from his eyes. a 
Mioſt gracious father, whoſe ak 

« are inſpired by wiſdom, and ye ſage 
“ counſellors, in the temperate autumn 


« of life, Is pain to be. reaſoned from 


torture? Is eaſe to be found upon the 


< rack ? Can hunger be feaſted on pa- 
« tience ? Or, the thirſt of the traveller 


« of the parched deſart be quenched in a 


« riverof ſand *? If ſo Jam the patient of 


e reaſon, but if otherwiſe, your wiſdom is 
<« yain, and reaſon is no phyſician for me. 
« If providence has prepared my 


« wine of the blood of a paſſionate 


“heart, ſpread my table with the 
« dainties of imagination, and cloathed 


»The ſand driven by the wind upon the 
deſart, when the ſun ſhines, RPPEATS like a flood 
of water. 0 
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„ne in the poiſoned garments of 
« woe, where ſhall I find a ſtream to 
queneh this thirſt of my foul? 
Where ſhall I extinguiſh this flame 
« which burns in my boſom ?= What 
« ſitken robe ſhall infold me in reft ?— 
there is no peace but in the white 
arms of Gulzara! —— burn, I 
burn! — the ſnake of madneſs” is 
© coiled within my brain, and drops 
its livid poiſon into all my ſouL—the 
« inchanter Love winds round me the 
V echai of deluſion, —and the wiflom 
Sof others is but a mockery of my 
Oe. 

„Come, come, good friends, if 
you cannot help me to the accom- 
« pliſhment of my wiſhes, let your 
« unfkilfut hands be withdrawn from 
« irritating my wound, that, to the 
= . of my mind, I may . be 


6c per- 


a 


« permitted to beat my bleeding ſides . 


c on the thorns and ſtones of ad- 


« verſity; that the berries of the foreſt 
may be my food; and my drink the 


«« ſalt. tears of my eyes; my ſtaff the 
er rough brier of calamity ; my couch 


<« the hard flint of inquietude; and my 
dreams the ravings of love.—-I will 


'« travel to the abode of my beloved, 
will fly like a bird through the 
“ air.— Who ſtops me ſhall ſtop his 
ec exiſtence, and my blood ſhall atone 


« for the deed * He ſaid, and tore off a 


the garments of royalty, and, in the 
dun habit of a begging Fakier, girded 
the loins of majeſty. 

When the old king, who was digging 
his own grave to hide himſelf from 
ſorrow, beheld the mad reſolution of 
the only ſon of his hope, he com- 
manded him to be ſeized and confined; 

Vo..., II. C . 
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but finding his diſorder ſtill increaſed, 
he was adviſed to give ſcope to his 
paſſion; for that love, like a river, might 
dry up in the deſert; but a dam, though 
of mountains, could not oppoſe it. 
He was accordingly releaſed from 
his confinement, and began to wind up 
the road of his fancy, ſtriving to keep 
pace with his will, while the parrot ſat 
perched on his ſhoulder, who had been 
innocently the cauſe of his love. 

A few of his weeping domeſticks, 
whoſe hearts had been leavened with 
gratitude, and of his beloved friends 
and companions, whoſe garments 
were ſtill moiſt with the fragrant 
dil of his ennobling eſteem ©; in this 
hour of unparalleled affliction, they 


HA cuſtom in the Eaſt of treating their 
viſiters with perfumes, 


con- 


* 
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conſidered it the height of infidelity 


to turn from their prince; but in this 
journey of trouble and danger, they 
determined to partake of his fate. 


When he beheld them, he burſt into 


tears, commanding them all to depart, 


for that the burthen of his own woes 


was ſufficiently ponderous, without 
loading him with the misfortunes of 
his friends. They accordingly having 
kiſſed his feet, departed with lamenta- 
tions for his cruel ſituation, and prayers 
for his happy return. 
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CHAP. VI. 


T7 HEN this hunter of the paths: 
| of diſtreſs, by the orders of 
the power of love (who binds- 
monarchs in the dimples of beauty, 
like Harut * in Babel's well) had 
mounted the ſteed of enthuſiaſm, and 
ruſhed into the wilderneſs; he, like 
the moon, in a few days, wound up a- 
long line of diſtance : having at laſt 
loſt his way in the deſart, he continued 
to urge his courſe, till a great river, 
wide as the ſeparation of lovers, roared: 


> A fabulous ſtory of an angel-ſaid to fall 
in love with Zohara or Venus, for which he 


was ſuſpended by the neck in the well of Babel. 
: acroſs 


{K-97 1] 

acroſs his way. Like a bird on the wings 
of gladneſs, arreſted by the length f 
his ſtring, when he flies from the hand 
of a boy, he fell down upon the duſt 
of diſappointment, as no poſſibility of 
paſſing it, ſo great was 1ts — ap- 
peared. 

When the parrot percerved his per- 
plexity, he burnt upon the coals of his 
anxiety ; and thus ſpoke ! Permit, 
„O illuſtrious pilgrim! the ſlave af 
« thy gratitude and love, to expand 
the ſwift wings of enquiry, and, like 
4 the faithful bird of Noo “, I will re- 
turn with glad tidings in my bill.“ 

O prattling partner of my diſtreſs,” 
replied the prince, ** know that in this 
4 perilous journey you partake of the 
E breath of my life, and are united to 


© 5 « the 


1651 
the ſtem of my being. If therefore 
vou are permitted to expand the 


wings of freedom, I tremble leſt the 
« natural deſire of aſſociating with your 


ce own ſpecies ſhould obliterate the re- 


e membrance of me.“ 

« Confide in my oratitude,” ſaid the 
4 parrot, . © nor kill me with injurious 
„ ſuſpicions : for, O generous patron of 
my former ſtate! if, like the reed, you 
<« were to disjoint theſe little bones, yet 
.« every joint would pride to be the pen 
<« tofaciliate your love, and toexpreſs the 
force of my gratitude, till in the graſp 
6e of your deſign the gem of hope ſhould 
& ſhine from the ocean, and by its ſu- 
t perior worth and luſtre bring contempt 
on all the pearls that now grace the 
$ cabinet of your love; except that 


The ſeraglio. | 
3 &« of 
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4 of pleaſing you, I know no other 
ce bliſs; except your breaſt, no ſanctuary 
4 or place of reſt; and if with black 
« ingratitude. I ſtain the page of truth 
* and confidence, be it my lot that 
<« heaven, in the awful day of retribu- 
« tion, may mark down the crime too 
« great to be forgiven, may leave me 
« prey to ſome dog's remorſeleſs jaws, 
« orcondemnmetobe griped in the more 
4e ſanguinary claws of a cat; yea, rob 
« me of all this radiant plumage, and 
« cloath me in black like a crow. Then 
<« truſt me, that am ſo zealous for thy 
“ happineſs, or grief will drink up the 
“ current of my blood; and then, too 
late, you will incur the double loſs of 
„ ſeeing your friend and your pur- 
<* pole both deceaſed in me: in this 
« attempt we dive at no reflected ſtar 
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in a flood, but at a real jewel, that 
will trebly reward our pain,” . 
The prince, relying on his vow, un- 
tied the ſilken cord from his foot, 
ſtroaking his wings, and admiring his 
crimſon eyes. The parrot having neſtled 
a while in his boſom, climbed up to 
his ſhoulder and nibbling at his roſy 
lips, ſtood . waving his auſpicious 
wings, while thus the prince ſpoke, 
The wiſe have held it a maxim, that 
they only ſerve who ſerve with 
« alacrity ; and that the life which can- 
e not be bought by gratitude, is un- 
« worthy our preſervation and eſteem, 
Then go, ſweet bird, and beat with 
thy wings the wind; but forget not 
to return to thy friend, who 1 1s lonely 
66 here. * 
The parrot having 1 his 
commiſſion, towered aloft in the 
| " = 
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FA and having traverſed as far as the 
exe could command, diſpatched the 
piercing ſpies of ſight ro every point of 
keen enquiry, when lo! remote on the 
bank of the river, a ſmall hermitage 
ſtruck his view, to which he quickly 
winged his way, . and perched on a tree 
by the door. 

Here he beheld an antient — 
proſtrate on the floor of devotion, bent 
like a pale creſcent in the forehead of 

the evening ſky. True wiſdom was re- 
vealed in his looks, and his counte- 
nance was enlightened by the favours 
of heaven. Vigour ſhone through the 
decay of years like green leaves on an 
aged tree, while the circumference of 
his ſnowy beard, like the ſtreaming rays 
of a meteor, appeared. Here like the 
image of a king, ſtamped on a golden 
coin, which is found in the ruins of 


— 


1 „ „ 


an old manſion, diſcovered eerst 
in the deſart, he ſhone conſpicuous, 
with all the emblems of his glories 
. ſtamped in miniature. His whole am- 
bition, all the deſire of his foul, was 
to virtue's crown by virtue to aſpire ; 
the lamp of his hope was the judging 
eye of Alla; and he breathed on the 
gates of paradiſe; his holy breaſt was 
the reſidence of joy, devoid of care, 
except that of thinking amiſs. 

The parrot, when he eſpied in the 
old man's forehead true wiſdom, as in a 
mirror, began to open the door of 
elocution, and of wiſdom, religion, and 
virtue was the melodious divulger 

of praiſe. The ſage, raiſing the ear of 
attention, was, like Soliman *, the ob- 


4 Solomon, ſuppoſed by the Eaſterns to have 
underſtood the language of birds, 


ſerver 


- 
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ſerver of his condition, and the filent 
admirer. of his powers : at length, 
when the ſea of aſtoniſhment had 
ſwelled to its outmoſt bounds, with a 
voice breathing favour and benevolence, 
thus ſpoke the great maſter of his own 
mind, | | 

« Sweet bird of 3 wings! whoſe 
« voice is like the voice of Iſah, plea- 
fing as the tidings of heaven, whoſe 
* roſy bill ſeems to ſuck ſuſtenance 
„ from the flowers of knowledge, and 


« to drink of the waters of life; ſay, 


& for what friendly intent haſt thou 
s viſited my humble abode, and far 
* whom haſt thou thus ſo far extended 
the wings of toil ?”? 

The parrot replied, ** O blefſed with 
* the viſions of paradiſe, and re. 
66 N of all knowledge below, 
| e fince 
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** ſince my buſineſs is apparent to thy 
mind, what occaſion has thy ſlave . 
for impertinence ? All the ſecrets of 
nature paſs in ſucceſſion through your 
* mind; creation is open before you, 
< and, like the ſun of heaven, your 98 
„move over the world.“ | 
The prophetic ſage, from the light of 
his own mind, comprehended the whole 
buſineſs, and ordered the parrot to invite 
the prince: he flew towards him on the 
wings of gladneſs, while the breath of 
Joy paſſed ſoſtly through his roſy bill. 
The prince, who in anxiety of mind 
ſat like a knot in the line of perplexity, 
darted his eyes on his airy flight, and, 
from the playful manner of his au- 
ſpicious wings, found his ſoul in every 
nerve fluttering with pleaſing expect- 
ation, The parrot, having deſcended 
| on 


( 45 J 
on his right arm, informed him of 
every particular of his excurſion, and 


recommended by all means to ſolicit” 
the affiſtance. of the holy ditviſn; for 


that in the circumference of ſome 


hundred pharfangs he was the only | 


one of the human ſpecies, 

Accordingly the prince without fur- 
ther delay turned his face to the abode 
of the hermit. The ſcarlet ſkirts of 
evening had concealed the lord of 
day; and behold, the Abaſſinian bride 
night, with cluſtering jewels in her ebon 
hair, iſſued forth with ſilent ſtep ; bur 
foon aſſuming her fable veil, ſhe far 
moping in the ſhades of darkneſs. In 
the mean time the unwearied prince 
forced his way through this wilderneſs: 
of terror and danger, bleeding with 
briers and thorns, and ſtaggering over 
harp” 
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ſharp pointed rocks, ſaying, ** Light, 
O light my lamp at the fire of the 
« ſacred Horeb, or Idie in Emurs over- 
« ſhadowed vale before the bright beams 
<« of Gulzara ſhall riſe upon my. ſoul, 
ce before I ſhall . behold my love, for 
« whom relinquiſh ſcepters and crowns 
« —that only thought could make death 
« terrible in an hour like this. — Te 
e tygers !! ye fierce ſons of the deſart! 
te ſtare on me, but hurt me not; 
„lighten me, ye lions, with the glare 
e of your eyes; root up the trees be- 
fore me, ye elephants, of potent trunks 
What have I ſaid ! — ſhall an ant © 
« by perſeverance raiſe her hill, and fill 
« her granaries with grain? — and 
e cannot a prince, like me, tear trees 
e from the root, or remove mountains 


The ants in India raiſe hills of an amazing 
fine; : 


5 | « from 
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« from their ſolid baſe ? Go on. It 


„is mean to tamper with diſtreſs. — 
Kingdoms are often loſt by deſpair.” 
Thus ruminating on his misfortunes 
he forced his way through this perilous 
wilderneſs, before impervious to human 
foot, amid the howlings of beaſts of 


prey, ſufficient to have melted the gall 


of fortitude, convulſed the ſwelling 
nerves of valor, and curdled the blood 
in a hero's veins. Overcome at length 
by toil and hunger, he fell down by 
the foot of a tree; while thus he ex- 
claimed: Deceitful love! that ſmileſt 


« when thou doſt firſt appear, but at 


« length thou preyeſt upon the very 
« vitals, and awakeſt every nerve to in- 
« tolerable pain. Ah! why ſhould fate 
« dart a thouſand lightnings, and arm 
E hoſts of woe, to pierce one hapleſs 
«© heart ? 
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heart ? Why fend a cloud of vultures 


** to devour one poor prey? or, pile 
mountains of fuel to conſume a ſtraw ?- 
= If my auſpicious ſtars ſhower not 
<« down floods to cool this fever of the 


<« blood, 1 muſt periſh in the flames of 


grief.“ 
The parrot liſtening to his complaint, 
thus addreſſed him : O deep im- 


* preſſion of the ſeal of calamity! it is 


e known that every ſtep meaſured in 
<< the way of love requires a new burut 


offering of the heart, and a new drink 


<« offering of tears: but deſpair is in- 
& conſiſtent with thy wiſhes, and 
c unworthy of the greatneſs of thy 


* mind. Be affured that every tear of 


* Jove, now ſhed, will be glittering dew 
*« drops on the flowers of thy joy in 
the morning of approaching bliſs. 


e The 


* 
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The bells of the Caffila* may be. 


rung in the (thirſty deſart, but if 
<« they ſtraighten not the limbs of toil,” 
« and gird up the loins of fortitude, - 
cin they attain the ſweet well of 
« deſire, or ever arrive at the market of 
hope? The game of life is a game 
&« of. chance, where the dice are not 
te obedient to our will; wherein deſpair 
C leads to ruin, and temper and perſe- 
« yerance to gain. It is therefore meet, 
« that lovers more particularly ſhould 
ic be armed with reſolution, cloathed 
&« with patierice, and ſtrengthened with 


e fortitude of mind: that they may 
T ſmile in the ſtorms of misfortune, 


& ſleep on the precipice of * and 
| > Carman. AGE i 
ver. I. Db ink 8 
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«Jin deep of the cup of diftreſs, 
<&. travelling through the deſert of incli- 
nation, with fancy for their ow 
« and ſoliloquy for their companion.“ 
At theſe words, the prince ſealing 
; al his powers aroſe, and deſited him to 
point the way. Now the dawn in 
her grey mantle began to peep oer the 
eaſtern hills, and ſoon the morning, ifi 
robes of gold, like a bride, advancing in 
all her charms; eclipſed the lamps that 
burnt, before her. Now -from-- the 
flaming ſhicld of, the king of day, the 
Abaſſinian army of the queen of ſhades 
diſperſing, ſhrunk behind the moun- 


55 tains, 


in a few bours the wearied oc 
reached the abode of the holy hermit, 
whom he approached with awe, The 
dirveſh raiſing his eyes, thus opened the 
hallowed lips of kindneſs, _ _ -- 
. 5 „Wel- 
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% Wekome, my beloved ſon i let thy 
% auſpicious foot bleſs my thteſhold; 
and thy proſperous: ſhadow be pro- 
| © jefted over my poor, but lofpitable 

4 abode, Three days have L remained 
« in expectation, and, now the fourtn 
has brought pleaſure to my eyes. 
« But let thy prayers be to God, who 
„ ſmooths . the paths of difficulty, 
< who is a leaning ſpear of ſtrength ta 
< the traveller, and a guide to the be- 
* wildered in doubt. Yet as it hath 
* pleaſed his almighty will to beſtow 
* ſome. particular favours: on the 
* meaneſt of the works of his hands, 
« for the benefit of the children of 

* need, if you give ear to my in- 
NN, ſtructions, and lock them up i in the 
<« treaſury of your heart, truſt me your 
" 7 will be ſoon accompliſhed, 
© » 134 $4 D 2 . . and 
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„and the days of your forrow be 
£ numbered no more. 

The prince, on hearing theſe fciewaly 
words, that brought along with them 
pleaſure and hope, advancing, ſat dow 
with the dirveſh, mixing converſation 
with a frugal repaſt, which conſiſted of 
the fruits of the foreſt, which the birds 
every morning preſented, and the bread 
and cooling juice of the cocoa nuts, 
which the monkies produced in their 
hands; for ſuch was the innocence and 
humanity of the ſage, that the wild 
antelopes ſported around him, and the 
fiſh of the river came to nibble the 


crumbs from the hollow of his hand. 


When the. cravings: of nature were 
ſatisfied, and the prince had enjoyed 


ſage to direct him in the road of his 
1 20 ITY intention : 


\ 


| ſome repoſe, he began to conjure - the 


1 53 ] 
intention; to which the ſage made this 
hee Wer. 10 
O froward ſon of deſire! many 
years have I paſſed in this cirele of 
e vanity, the circumference of the 
% world, and I have weighed good and 
« eyil in the equitable balance of reaſon 
< and experience: but finding my ac- 
e quiſitions were ſhadows, . and that 
„human deſires were but wind, I con- 
. tracted the fiery foot of precipitate 
« paſſion within the ſkirts of divine 
« contemplation ; and, far from the 
« boundaries of cultivation, withdrew 
« into the wilderneſs of ſolitude, ſuſ- 
00 pending the hands of communication, 


c which are now ſeldom extended but 


to my God, yet ſtill I am the friend 
* of mankind; and a facher to the ſons 
6 of diſtreſs, 
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„ Thiglꝭ not therefore I intend to 
« diſſuade you from the reſolves of des 
e ñjuded fancy; for while the ſtorm of 
46, paſſion blows on the bbilitng ocean of 
« youthfal imagination, it is wiſer to 
* diret the courſe, than Urempr' to 
6 "IR the anchor. 4h 

For this purpoſe there are three | 
things neceſſary to be attended to, 
* even four, in aſpiring to the crown of 
«facceſs 3 the firſt is, that every 
«* bufineſs of moment ſhould be care» 
ve fully pondered in the mind before 
& we proceed to action, left, like the 
« unfortunate daughter of the merchant, 
&© we may be ruined by our own im- 
$6 prudence, and incumbered with ſuc- 
* ceſſive woes, inſupportable to buman 
C nature.“ 


Zain 4 Here 


„ S 


wi 

Here he pauſed ; and the prince aſked 
the particulars of that ſtory, when the 
dirveſh thus gratified-his curioſity. 
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The ſtory of Roſhana. 


FN a ſeaſon of hoſtility and famine, 
. when graſs grew in the public 
markets, and the owl built in the 
chimney tops; when the walking ghoſts 
of peſtilence haunted every corner, and 
the threſhold of the excluding gate of 
charity was worn with the foreheads of 
the poor; Beoffah, a ſon of obſcurity, 
was ſeen naked, and emaciated with 
hunger on the ruins of a deſolate ſtreet. 

A worthy merchant of the city of 
 Kinnoge *, who had almoſt been ruined 


5 in che calamity of che ſtate, notwith- 


* Formerly the capital of Hindoſtan, now in 
ruins. 


ſtanding 


- 
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ſtanding the innumerable objects of 
diſtreſs that ſurrounded him, had not yet 
ſnut the eyes of compaſſion; but on 
viewing the horrors of Beoffah's con- 
dition, thawed the froſt of his misfor- 
tunes with pity, cloathed his bones with 


the fleſh of his bounty, and cheriſhed 


; him under his hoſpitable roof. 
To keep his eyes from the ſlumbers 


of indolence, and his hands from the 
- , boſom of ſloth, he employed him to 
dig in his garden, which was: ſituated 
behind his houſe, and ne by 
the windows of his Zennana. 

One day as he began his indo he 


| beheld Roſhana, the only child of his 


patron, throwing her bright eyes around 

like a timid roe when ſhe firſt ventures 
upon the flowery borders of cultivation. 
: When ſhe ſpied him, ſhe ſtarted, and 


withdrew, but the bounding heart of 


the 
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che ungrateful youth became 4. im- 
mediate hunter of her Ms) 
harms. - - 

Though he could conceive no 
poſſible hope of aſpiring to the fruit of 
his wiſhes, accident pointed a path 
;unexplored by the foot of invention. 
- For one day as he ſung at his labour, 
ſome dubious expreſſions, ſtriking the 
ears of-Roſhana, ſer the bird of curioſity 
-on wing, then liſtening with atrention, 
mne thus heard him n, his 
amorous ſong. . 

6 Infortunate prince of calamity! * 
< muſt love add his ſtings to all my 
other ſorrows, while the maid I am 
6 ſure never to poſſeſs, no more than 
* my loſt crown, which is now in the 
* hand of my enemies. Through 
$6. _ condition in this world I 


L ſearch 


(V3: 
C ſearch in vain for contentment ; ſure 
6 my body is leavened with grief, and 


« my blood is in a ferment of pain. 


It were death to reveal my rank, and 
my preſent diſguiſe is ſuch, that to 
& aſpire to her love were folly ; and 
yet to conceal my wound, I eer- 


4 tainly muſt. expire. Ambition ſtill. 


c pants ia this reſtleſs breaſt, in ſpite 
of theſe rags that hang round me. O 
« could I diveſt this boſom of the 
© paſſion, inflamed by her eyes, 
„then I could ſmile at poverty, and 
6 deſpiſe. all the pageantry of ſtate,” . 

Now this was a ſong compoſed by 


the prince of Oriſſa, who, about that 


time, having been conquered and ex · 
pelled from his hereditary dominions, 
wandered about in the diſguiſe of a col- 
note and was ſmitten * the charms 

of 


* 
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of a lady, whom he had ſeen in the 
city of Ugein. As his fame had reached 
the ears of Roſhana, though they had 
never been gratified with the ſong, it 
came into her fertile imagination, that 
poſſibly this might be the man. 
- Accordingly ſhe began to weigh this 
bubble of creative fancy in the ſcales 
of a falſe imagination, which con- 
firmed - to her that he was an in- 
eſtimable pearl, which misfortune had 
torn from a crown: every duſty 
feature was bright with majeſty, and 
every aukward motion expreſſive 
of ſtare. In ſhort, the impru- 
dent Roſhana, by | purſuing the rain- 
bow of i imagination, was bewildered in 
the deſart of inclination, and over- 
taken by the tempeſt of love. Too late 
ſhe called reaſoa to her aid; for now he 
5 Was 


{ 6t 3 
was become the taptive of paſſion, furs 


rounded by a troop of fancies, and ſed 


by curioſity in chains. 

At length, ſne — deter- 
mined to remove the thin veil of het 
doubts, ſhe dreſſed herſelf out in all 


the luſtre of dreſs and charms, the . 


beckoned with the finger of indiſcretion 
one morning to this amorous youth, 
who ran- in confuſion to the window, 
treading on the air of bliſs. - | 
| Roſhana, | pointing to an opening 
pomegrante that bluſhed by the foot of 
the wall, told him that the beauty and 
ripeneſs of the fruit had a long time 
excited her fancy, and defired him to 
throw it up. -The youth having plucked 
the fruit, threw it towards the window; 
but deſirous of prolonging his pleaſure, 
contrived it "ſhould frequently return. 
nk | . 


[8]. 
Roſhana ſmiling, told him if he did nat 
throw better for his crown, he might 
wear a turban as long as he lived. _. 
As he could not poſſibly compre- 
hend the meaning of theſe words, he 
replied.— What: concern has your 
« ſlave with crowns, whoſe greateſt 
% ambition is to ſerve the en of 


2 beauty for ever?“ 


L only codcei ved, ſaid Roſhana, 
« that I heard you ſing a ſong, ſome 
* days, ago, adaptod ip a PRAC in diſ- 
40 treſs. ON | 
A beam of light truck tha foul of 
Beoffah, the ſurprize of which aſſiſted 
his deſign, when ſtarting, he thus ex- 
claimed. — Fool that I am! what 


&« haye I done? to be unknown in miſ- 
< fortune is a bleſſing - but I owe it to 
% babbling tongue,” Having thug 
WED. ſaid, 


/ [ 63 1 | I 
| ſaid, he retired in diforder, and pee- , 
viſhly ſtruck his ſpade in the ground. 4 
Forgetful now of his labour, he ran- 1 
ſacked every corner of his brain for Lf! 
the means of advancing his deſign, in 
confirming the lucky deception. p 
In the mean time the deluded Ro- 
mana was burning on the coals of 
anxiety, to be let into the particulars 
of his «hiſtory, which now ſhe was 
well aſſured could ee her moſt 
ſanguine hopes. IT n 
In the morning, when ſhe openedthe ll 
window, ſhe beheld her lover by the | 
foot of a hedge, in a ſleeping poſture, 
ſtretched ſupinely ; he ſometimes ſtarted 
as in g dream, and ſometimes muttered 
incoherent ſyllables, till at length ſhe 
heard theſe intelligible words. Un- 
« fortunate prince of Onfla ! Roſhana, 
© thou faireſt of maids! O love!” 


( 6% T 


. -Profound ſilence immediately: enſued 
but fancy added all the reſt, and 
quickly formed the application; ſo that, 
in ſhort, this unexperienced maid be- 
came the dupe of her own imagination, 
and without ever apply ing the touch⸗ 
ſtone of caution, took the baſeſt of me · 
tals for gold. Ia the mean time the 
poiſonous ſpider fancy, in this flimſy 
web of ute were ee . 
ters, and crowns. 

In a few days ſhe laid e | 
an elopement, which ſhe communicated 
to her imaginary. prince: he embraced 
the project with jey, and ſoon brought 
the plot to execution. So that throwing 
off the fair veil of reputation, and 
covering her parents with grief, ſhe 
bound up all her jewels and ornaments, 
en a Ms horſe of her fa+ 


ther | 


no 


. 6 
ther, took the way of the wilderneſs 
of diſtreſs. N. 
All "night, through h 
paths, they preſſed forward through, 
the gloomy woods; and that timorous 


heart, which before would have ſtarted 


at the ſqueaking of a mouſe, now 
dared the grim ſpirits of darkneſs, and. 
the roar of a lion, for love. 


When this ſhake-hearted traitor ima- a 


gined he had eluded the courſe of pur- 
ſuit, he conſidered the difficulties of 
concealment, and dreaded the diſeo- 
very of his impoſture z ſo that, inſti- 
gated. by fear, luſt, and avarice, he re- 
volved in his dark mind to gratify 
theſe infamous paſſions, by r her 
of her virtue and wealth. 


His deſigns ſeemed already accom- 
pliſhed on a poor weak deluded virgit, 
far from the hand of help. | When the, 


Vor. II. . morn- 
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morning in her dun mantle frowned on 
his gloomy purpoſe, he ſtopped the 
horſe at the foot of a tree, and told the 
damſel ſhe muſt alight * © 

« Ah! my dear prince, ſaid Roſhana, 
& you do not ſurely intend to ſtop here? 
* this is no place of ſafety ; let us 


c proceed to the houſe of your friend. 


But I do intend to ſtop here, replied 
he ſomewhat haſtily, for he could not 
conceal the working of his foul. 

Now the hapleſs Roſhana firſt ſuſ- 
pected that this diſcordant voice was 
not the voice of love, and a thouſand 
fears in one cruel moment crowded con- 
fuſedly upon her troubled mind, while 
thus ſhe continued to importune him. 

This is no place of ſafety, ſweet 
prince indeed they may ſtill purſue 
«© us—my heart * beats, I know not 
« why—who knows but there may be 
| * robbers 


© 09-3 
ee robbers in this wood Ah methinks 
1 hear ſomething ruſtling in theſe 
s buſhes there; perhaps a tyger: ſweet. 
& prince 3 as let us go a little 
« farther.” 

Not one ſtep ” ſaid the villas; a- 
lighting and pulling her off the horſe: 8. 
« theſe are all fooliſh fears, Roſhana; 
« ſit down here a moment, and I 


will teach you to get rid of them pre. 
« ſently. 


* Indeed I know not why ſhould 
« fear neither,“ ſaid the lady, ſighing, ' 
are you not my noble and brave pro- 
ec tector? — Well, I ſhall not fear any 
t thing; but when ſhall we mount 
e again? - I don't like this place; 
hat beaſt is that which . ſo 
6 horribly F? 

Fou are ſubject to vain fears i my 
44 dear, ſaid he; there is no living 

K 4 © 8 


44 4 


« creature near us; and as for the place, 
„you will find it the moſt pleaſant you 
« ever yet beheld, —What hinders us 
from enjoying our mutual paſſions, 
the opportunity is too Prey to be* 
aut I 
Having ſaid this, be begun to take 
| indecent liberties with the lady, who en- 
deavoured to divert him from his pur- 
poſe, by ſoft and endearing n to 
this effect. 

«« Tou don't mean to hurt me, ſweet 
prince, — Ah! why do you twiſt my 
<« poor arms ſo?—You know I am not 
<« half ſo ſtrong as you are.— Nay, you*lt- 
<« hurt me if you ſqueeze fo hard: Why 
<« do your eyes burn ſa?—and yet me- 
« thinks you would not hurt me have 
J not given you my heart? have F' 
not ſacrificed my hopes for your ſake? 
have e ie my ho- 


** nour ? 


3 
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© nour ? Good heaven! don't injure my 


% confidence, my love, my life, my 
virtue]! Ah! remember your noble 
*« ſelf remember my generous father | 
« have pity on my weakneſs z have 
© pity on my youth ; have pity on. my 


60 tears!“ 


When ſhe found the cavities. like a 
hungry bear, deaf to the voice of his 


expiring prey, rejoicing in his own 


ſtrength, and preparing to glut his 
brutal appetite, ſhe drew from conceal- 
ment a poiſoned dagger, with deſign to 
bury it in her own boſom, 


The villain obſerving her reſolution, ; 
ſeized the dagger in his naked hand, 


and in attempting to wreſt it from her, 
received deſervedly a mortal wound; 


and the ſtrong infection in a few mo- 


ments curdled the current of his flaming 
blood, fo chat he expired in convulſive 


E3 agonicy 
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13 
agonies, blaſpheming Providence for 
the prevention of his horrid deſign. 

The unfortunate Roſhana now 
trembled at the yawning gulph ſhe had 
Juſt eſcaped. But an ocean of trouble 
raged before her, without the proſpe& 
of any ſhore, or the help of à plot to 
direct her in the ſtorm, while thus ſhe 
mourned her unfortunate ſtate. 
Poor thoughtleſs bird! why diaſt 
<« thou tempt the ſnare of treacherous, 
« cruel, and deep deſigning man? thou 
c didſt not hop around to pick the ſcanty 
© crums of care, and never drankſt 
but at the pure ſtream of felicity. 

„There he lies! the victim of his 
< baſe deſigns. Here I fit a mournful ſa- 
« crifice of love; deſpair ſtands near 
<« me, and prompts me to what the Al- 
* mighty forbids. 


Wbither 


* J. 
„ Whither ſhall I wander ? where 


c ſhall I repoſe my head ? what veil 


4 ſhall I find to hide me from the eyes 
* of ſhame? where ſhall I ſearch for 
« refuge from my woes? who ſhall 
 < waſh my fame pure as my virtuous 
thoughts? O heaven ! conduct my 
« ſteps to a poor cottage, where ſome 
good old matron ſpins the laſt thread 
«* of life, that, hid from calumny, I 
may toil ſecurely with penury, and 
forget this ſtorm of my ſoul !” 
While thus on the thorn of ſorrow, 
like the nightingale, ſhe mourned her 
fate, a noiſe like the noiſe -of a whirl- 
wind ſubverting the foreſt was heard. 
Turning up her eyes to heaven ſhe 


beheld Getiafroſe , queen of the Genii, 


ſeated in a goldenchariot, drawn by ten 


o The ſplendor of che world. 
E4 ' fimurgy, 
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fimurgs, whoſe wings extended wide 
as the branches of the earth ſhading 
bir*, and whoſe talons appeared like 
the proboſcis of mighty elephants, while 
ten thouſand of her aerial attendants, 
like an army of noiſy cranes, beat the 
air with their wings around her. 
As ſhe was gazing intently on this 
ſcene, her eyes were ſeized with a 
ſtrange dimneſs, and an unuſual noiſe 
rung in her ears, till all of a ſudden 
ſhe was bereft of ſenſe, like the weary 
traveller overtaken by ſleep, when he 
reſts .for a moment in the ſultry 
deſart. ; 

Her ſituation, like the dreams of the 


morning, began to open to her aſto- 
niſh'd mind. She perceived, with abſo- 


lute certainty, that ſhe was ſeated in 
the chariot with Getiafroſe ſhe beheld 


Ades called allo the banian tree, 


the 


(732 1] 

the clouds rolling back beneath, and 
the earth like a ball yo pap] in the 
air, 

Afraid to cpeak, ſhe continued ſilent, 
and in a few minutes beheld a caſtle 
beautified with turrets and golden 
ſpires, ſituated on a hill in a pleaſing 


iſland, to which the chariot ſoon de- 


ſcended. Getiafroſe, with an inchant- - 
ing ſmile, thus addfeſs'd her fair com- 
panion, 
Let me congratulate you on your 
« approaching happineſs, Roſhana; here 
& you will reſide with the children of 
light, enjoy all the pleaſures of para- 
« diſe, and think of the world no more, 
te if you ſhall accommodate yourſelf to 


© our manners, and live as you ought 


6 
Roſhana trembling returned. her 
thanks. She entered then the ſilver 


gates 


- 
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gates of enchantment, which open'd 
of their own accord: her eyes were diſ- 
tracted with wonders, and her heart, 
like the ark of Noo, was toſs'd on the 
boundleſs ocean of amazement; for 
here the beauties of nature ſeem'd 
united with all the embelliſhments of 
art, and yet to contend with each other, 
to produce the moſt ſurpriſing effects. 
The walks were paved with jewels, 
diſpoſed in ſuch artful imagery, as to 
preſent living. ſcenes to the eye ; the 
trees were of cinnamon, nutmeg, agla, 
caſſia, camphire, and myrrh, and others 
bending with ſuch fruits of Eden as 
might tempt Adam to a ſecond fall, 
Here jaſper fountains of curious 
workmanſhip, threw the pure water of 
roſes, like trees of cryſtal, into the ſky, 
which deſcending i in drizzling rain re- 
turned ſweet nouriſhment to the infant 
| flowers, 


* 
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flowers, and ſhed fragrance on the 


brides of the garden. 

Here chattering loorys* on every 
tree ſat perfuming their variegated 
raiment z while crowned cockatores * in 
every grove, convened in ſtate, held ſa- 
gacious. argument; a thouſand parrots 
fluttering round, and ten thouſand birds 
in vocal concert. 

The cryſtal palace, on pillars of ice, 
gorgeoully ſtood in the center 'of a 
tranſparent lake, filled with gold and 
ſilver fiſhes, over which were projected 
four bridges of ſlippery: glaſs, to four 
ſpacious portals of poliſhed ſteel, open 
to the four winds of heaven, 


When Roſhana firſt advanced to the 


end of the bridge, ſhe ſtopt ſhort, and 


4 A boautiful ved Bird of the Parrot kind, . 


found only in the ſpice iſlands. | 
A white bird of the parrot kind. 
4 f I CON» 


* 


— 
n 
— 198 


<> * ” 7 — — —2— 
„ * . 


TIRE" 


— 


Renee es ES 


* * - _ 
— _ * * — _ Ix 
a. — „„ 22 


. 2 ” ra 
5 


# 
** . 


* 
8 


+. „ — — þ "_—_ 


1 76 ] 

conſidered her danger; but her ſmiling 
conductreſs ſeizing her hand, ſhe ſtept 
boldly on, and glided inſenſibly over. 

No her ſenſes were drowned in me- 
lody, as when holy Daood, on his di- 
vine harp, charmed the ſpirit from the 
heart of Jalut M and her ſoul, on the 
wings of joy, flew like a bird from the 
cage of captivity. — Happy, happy, 
thrice happy! ſaid ſhe, are they who 
reſide for ever in this 22 of 2 
ſure! 
Thus n in her own n fortune, 

ſhe- followed the enchantrefs to à ſpa- 
cious hall,. illuminated with luſtres of 
precious jewels, and high in the center 
an opal throne, inviſibly ſuſpended by 
magic power, in form reſembling a 
ſoaring eagle, under the canopy of hs 
evening ſky. 


Saul fo called. 


To 


ta) 


To this throne the enchantrefs al 
cended in majeſty, and told Roſhana ſhe 


might take her pleaſure, for now the 


hour of audience approached,  Ac- 
cordingly ſhe touched a ſilver bell, that 
vibrated ſweetly in the liſtning ear. 
Soon a diſtant hum was heard, which 


louder and louder ſwelled by degrees, 


till from the ruſhing noiſe of a paſſing 
torrent it aſſumed the hoarſe ee 
of the roaring ocean. 

On looking out to obſerve the occa- 


ſion, the beheld the garden, like a pub- 


lic market, crowded in a moment with- 
a promiſcuous multitude, who preſſing; 
one before another, greatly retarded the 
general rout. Some falling headlong 
from the ſlippery bridge, periſhed like 
locuſts in the flood below, while others, 
more fortunate, paſſed in ſafety. 
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The firſt was a beautiful youth; whoſe 
cheeks were the very bloſſoms of love; 
his body the reſidence of health, and 
his eyes the mirror of deſire; he ad- 
vanced to the queen with confidence, 
and proſtrate preſented his petition. 
The enchaatreſs received it with a ſmile, 

and read theſe words aloud. 
„The table of luxury, the cup of 
A hilarity, and beauty to ſleep in my 

< arms.” — Granted. 

_ . Immediately a table appeared loaded 
with luxurious daintics, while damſels, 
beautiful as pirries, poured forth the 
roſy wine, and hanging enamoured 
round him, ſeaſoned the 5 12 % with | 
kiſſes. ; 
Joy ſparkled in the eyes of the 
youth, and he begun with a ravenous 
appetite, but he was ſoon obſerved to 
cloy, and to writhe his face, as if his 
bowels 


FE IF 1 


bowels were torn by corroſive poiſon.” 
His lips by the kiſſes of infection bliſ- 
tered, and became leprous as ſnow, 
the roſes of his cheeks faded, and the 


luſtre of his ſparkling eyes by degrees 


expired-in their hollow ſockets, ſo that 


ſtaggering out on trembling knees, he 


made way for an old man puffing under 


an enormous burthen. 


When he came to the foot of the 


gorgeous throne, he opened his ſack, 
which appeared to be gold, and thus in 
a few words preſented his petition 
« Fill my ſack, and I die contented.” 
The generous goddeſs conſented to 


his prayer, and immediately a treaſury 


appeared before him; here he laboured 
with exceeding joy; but finding his 


ſack ſtretched wider and wider, and 
that he wanted ſtrength to carry off the 


whole 


b 8. } 


whole, he fat down on the heap anden. 


pired with ſorrow. | 
A youth, who chanced to ſtand "#4 


hind him, ſeized immediately upon 
the treaſure. . But to his great ſur· 


prize, the gold melted; and glittering in 


ſtreams through the whole palace, left 
him the empty bag for his portion. 
The next was a man of a middle 


age, cloathed in fterl, and of haughty 
demeanour. He entered prancing 


on à capariſoned horſe, with a drawn 


ſword in his right-hand, erying, F * | 
flaves, I hunt for glory! 
The queen conſenting to his ed, 


behold a beautiful image {appeared with 
Faux inſcribed in bloody characters, 
on the radiant crown that encircled her 


forehead. But no ſconer did ſhe per- 


ceive him in this formidable altitude, 


than * ſne changed coun- 
tenance, 


L 8 J 
tenance, and ſereaming with terror ſſed 


by the flowing treſſes, cruelly trampled 


her upon the bloody pavement, bicak = 


ing the crown in @ thouſand. pieces. 


He then turned the fword againſt his - 


own boſom. 


Aſter . 
whoſe ſtcady eye feemed to pierce the 


ſtars. He held a mirror in one kand, ant 


a book and compaſs graſped" in the 
other. When he beheld the queew he 


mended his pace, but ſtill looked round 
kim with exceeding caution, and thus 
——— _ 
«© Threefcore and ten years have ! 
2 the world for the palace of 
* pleaſure, but now at laſt, through the 


* paths of wiſdom, my eyes are gratified 
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ec with the happy ſight; let me therefore; 
O queen! enjoy the greateſt of all 
© bleſſings.” —That you ſhall, replied 

the queen; and Ny yard the” lage 73 
fell down dead. 5 

K 3 bnd f both 
fines! now thronged in together, and 
while Roſhana was debating in her 
own: mind what to aſk, the queen, 
_ wearied with petitions, cried, ** You ſhall 
all have your firſt wiſh,” The 
ſcene was now all confuſion, and 
Roſhana's eyes chancing to fix on a 
fine emerald, before ſhe could conſider 
of what paſs'd around her, ſhe found 
the palace ſhaking on its foundations, 
a noiſe like thunder was heard, the en- 
chantment broke like a burſting cloud, 
and ſhe found herſelf ſeated on the ſea- 
bation i nen ent th beach, 


— 
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Neb with the ineftimable emerald 
lying before her. 
After recovering from her amaze, 


ſſme took up the emerald in her fair hand, 


which ſhed green rays on her beautiful 
countenance ; but ſtung with the 
thoughts of her e * _ 
exclaimed : 
„ Ah! what alte this Sling 
toy, that once could gild me with the 
« beams of felicity; when now its 
% worth, in the cruel time of diſtreſs, 
« js far inferior to a cruſt of bread! 
So ſaying, ſhe was going to throw it 
away, when recollecting it might poſ- 
ws ſibly be of ſervice, ſhe carefully put "it 
up in her pocket, and riling to examine 
the place, ſhe climbed on the four 
members of toll to the top of an ad- 


F 2 jacent 
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Jacent hin; he perceived ſhe was o 
a deſolate iſland, entirely overgrown 
with wood x. at which ſhe ſat down and 
began to weep... . 
6 She had not remained: long in that 
tuation, when her cars were ſtruck 
with a, chattering, noiſe, and lb! an 
army of monkeys advancing. ith 
_ Kicks in their paws, headed by a grey 
chief, walking upright, and mumbliog a 
ſugar cane in his jaws | 
KAlarmed at the approaching danger, 
ſhe: ſerambled up into a thick tree, 


where ſhe endeavoured to conceal her- 
ſelf among the leaves ; but one of theſe 
hunmans," perceiving her, gave. the 


fignal. to his miſchievous companions ; 
SEE 


branch way ee hl 


; # A. bean of pry monly. 


by. 


« * Fu 
; theſe <hattering inhabitants of che 
be re who, inhoſpiably biting, a1 
more inhoſpitably embracing,this unfor- 
tunate — e e her . 
in ies to 4,4 
4 Wh — furious tion 
ſprung from the adjacent covert, and 
Toaring like the waves, ſeized a mon- 
key in each paw, and laid (them dead 
at his powerful feetz upon this a 
loud ſcream was heard among che 
affrighted hoſt, who," devouting the 
paths of flight, diſperſed into the'echo- 
ing woods, purſuing their own ſafety, 
Na the lion. advanced towards 
Roſhana, who lay weeping upon the | 
duſt of deſpair, careleſs of her own 
exiſtence, But when ſhe 
be devoured, to ber aſtoniſhment, the 
generous king of the foreſt-came faws- 
0 - wY | ing 


expeRetl t9 _ . 


5 [86] 
ing like a ſpaniel, and licked her hand; 
but his tongue being rough, like a file, 
it excoriated it to her intolerable pain. 
The deſolate Roſhana, afraid for ſome 
time to withdraw it, bore this torture 
with fortitude; but patience at length 
being vanquiſhed, ſhe with drew her 
hand, and attempted to riſe and get 
away; the lion pinned her by the {kirts 
to the ground. on Hrn 
Finding it folly to contend with hen 
* ſhe ſat. down. weeping on the duſt 
of reſignation, expecting relief from 
. death. Sometimes ſhe thought of 
| having recourſe to the poiſoned dag- | 
ger ; but reflefting o on the generoſit ty of 
the lion, her heart would not permit 
her pure feet to tread the rank berge 
| of ae e N 
Sometimes ſhe conceived jit more 
cligible of her own accord, ro embrace 
12 5 the 


— 
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th grim- ſpettte death, than to be fo 
often tortured” with his terrors. But 
then the arm of Providence appeared, 
as if apparently extended in her favour, 
which drew back the hand of reſolution, 
and pointed to the ſhadow of hope. 


She now recollected, that in her 


pocket, ſhe. poſſeſſed a ſmall beetle · box 


of gold, which as uſual contained 


alſo ſome opium. Taking it out ſhe 


ſpread a ſmall, quantity of this potent E 


drug upon the palm of her hand, and 
holding it out to the lion, he began to 
lick it; and ſleep the twin brother ot 


death advancing, hke a ſpy to a ; 


guard, extended his ſtrength on the duſt. 


Roſhana, diſengaged from his paw, 


roſe up to conſult her ſafety, when to 
; & Beetle is a leaf uſed by the Indians as we e do 


tobacco. 
„ her 


JM 
1 
i 
1 
1 
q 
| 
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„ To ooo 
her great joy, ſhe beheld. a ſail ſteering 
directly for the iſland. She haſtened to 
the beach; ſhe ſat down in anxiety, 
till the veſſe] approached near, and caſt 
anchor in a ſmall creek : then riſing, 
me took off her veil, and waved. it as 
a nal in herhand, 
The commander of the veſſel ob- 
ſerving it, rowed towards ber in a 
Twall boat ; @-1 on advancing cloſe to 
the ſhore he drew in his oars, and 
ſtanding up, with a harſh voice ac- 
coſted her in this ungracious manner: 
„ Whar forcereſs art thou, who 
« haſt taken up thy abode in this 
* vild uninhabited iſtand In | 
| Roſhana wading up to the knees in 
the water, thus Anſwers his furly.ge- 


mand; 


„ Alas! 


(. 8 J 

1 Alas! you... behold no. ſorcereſa, 
« bur an unfortunate. maid, whoſe ſtory 
« is too tedious to relate; let your 
1 campaſſion be therefore extended 
* towards me, in carrying me to a2 
« habicable ſhore, Then ſhall your 
« ſoul be. gladdened with the remem- 
« brance of generoſity, your trouble 
« rewarded hy a proper gratuity, and 
« your ears gratified with * recital 
« of my woes. 

This monſter of avarice 7 iobs- 
manity, on hearing her talk of 2 
gratuity, and obſerving her adorned - 
with coſtly jewels, conſidered her miſe 
fartunes his own gain. He told ber 
he was going. a long voyage, that 
already famine begas to waſte hia crew, 
and that he came to the iſland in hapes 
of finding proviſions, and not for 

| more 
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more mouflis to eat them. He then 
commanded his boat to be turned | 
back, 24. $3 2 1 01 | 17 4 | 
pon this, the pede Rake began 
to weep, finding her own ſpecies more 
ungenerous than the beaſts of the de- 
ſart, and nailing her faint” voice, ſhe 
thus exclaimed.” , e 
* Ff you 2 — Ty the bands of 
e merey, the waves ſhall x give me reſt p 
e theſe rocks may wound my body, but 
6 they cinnor, like you, wound my ſoul. 
« —Ah!-are you leſs compaſſionate | 
&« than they ?—Confider the horrors of 
< my condition—confider you your- 
«ſelf are a man.— Let, if you con- 
« fider* not my | misfortunes, O con- 
« {jder the good of your own ſoul.— 
% Sure your heart is not hardened to 


* pier. Sure your eyes are not blind 
2 > ta 


1 


« to diſtreſs, © No; this is all the mere 


* mockery of the mind; Who knows 
T but there may be pearls in this beech, 


and diamonds too; this is not half ſo 


" improbable as what we daily meet 
de with in aan. 


«Iam no brceiels: T wiſh I were 
« a ſorcereſs for your. ſake ;' but Jou 
« ſtand in no need of temptation. * 
When the villain perceived ſhe took 


no further notice of. him, he returned, 
and aſked what the yould give for her 
paſſage, _ 

& Go,” ſaid the; , 4 I do not want 
10 your aſſiſtance; dut if you, are 
ce fond of wealth, take theſe baubles ; 
ee here is a diamondnecklace my mother 
« wore on her wedding day; ſhe told 
« me ſhe hoped to ſee me married in 
it; but how fooliſh are people's con- 
; E jectures. 


* © Bree” whet> — Seo „„ pe 


92 3 
* jectutes l There's *a ring, which 1 
„ was told by a ſoothſayer had a par- 
ticular charm againſt ingratitude; but 
you ſee how much the old fool was 
out in his divinations.— Take alſo 
< this noſe jewel, which I received from 
* a wandering Dirveſh, who told me at 
<« the ſame time it would lead me from 
ti the greateſt misfortunes. — Theſe = 
< dangling pendants from- my ears; 
« this golden humael* from my waift ; 
« theſe rings from my fingers and 
A toes; rheſe bracelets from my 
© arms and ancles; all, all, take all. 

When the wretch kad robbed her of 
all theſe.ornaments, he ſternly aſked her 
if ſhe had any more?. O yes,” ſaid 
ſhe, I had almoſt forgot; I have an 
*emerald of ineftimable value, here it 


A chain worn round the waiſt. 
| | « 3g 
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is, how bright PP I TI" 


«< ayarice and the fea have the ſame. 


bottom, I will divide my, wealth be- 
«tween them.“ So ſayings ſhe threw is 


into the waves. 
When he perceived this deſirable 


morſel had dropped from his greedy 
hand, his foul was inflamed with rage, 
and burnt on the coals of yegret; ſo 
puſhing his. boat from the ſhore, he 
blaſphemed the juſtice of heaven, and 
. curſed this poor object of pity, whom 
his cruelty had deprived of reaſon, and 
left playing with her fingerson the ſhore, 

Here the prince wiped away a tear 
as by ſtealth, while the ſage contiaued 
tis tale. 

This diſgrace ef the human ſpecies 
enjoyed not lang the fruit of his 
wickedneſs, The heavens were the 

"I avengers 
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* er his crime. By degrees 4 


ſmall cloud on the ſky was ſeen gradu- 
ally to involve the day; the woods 
began to murmur with terror, and the 
ſea to exalt her hoarſe voice ; the 
heavens were ſhrowded in darkneſs, and 
the warring lightnings from pole to pole 
quickly hurled their flaming ſpears ; the 
winds riding on devaſtation, howled on, 
and put the flaming waves to flight; 
while the ſhip, like a wiſp before the 
ſtorm, now high, now low, was driven 
along the vales, and mountains of wa- 
ter, and daſhed to pieces 3 the 
rude rocks. 

The poor Roſhana, who had run to 

a cave for ſhelter, ſeeing him periſh 
with all his crew in the waves, came 
out to lend her feeble help, but ſaw 
their bodies on the ſounding beach, 
| with 


w, 


} 
1 9s ] 
with the rice and proviſions, wherewith>.. 
the veſſel was loaded, ſtrewed all over 


the foaming ſhore. 3 
Now ſhe allayed her craving 9 


and made a ſmall proviſion for her 
future wants; when once more the 
bright ſtar of day, emerging from the 
houſe. of tempeſt, projected a bright 


gleam over the face of the exhilarated 


world, then retired into the curtains 
of night. _ | | 

-  Roſhana returned into the - 
cave, where the howling of the monſters 
of prey around, and the working of 
the roaring deep were the melancholy 
ſerenade of her nocturnal hours, and 


the cold ſtones her hard bed of "repoſe. 


| Notwithſtanding the horrors of her 
ſituation, like a traveller. in the ſandy 


deſart overcome e by ſucceſſive toils, ſhe 
: ſunk 
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„„ 
funk in the arms of reſt, unmindful of 
danger. | | 
When morning in her mantle, like a 

 ſhepherdefs on the plains of Choraſſan, 
drove her fair flock before her to the 
fhade from the fervent heat of the fun 
of brightneſs, Roſhana waked from a 
Pleaſant dream, with a mind ferene as 
the blue ſky when the tempeſts fly 
from the field of heaven; but chancing 
to look at her pillow of Number, ſhe 
beheld the fkin of a monſtrous ſnake, 
which contracted the bloſſom of her 
heart with horror, and recalled the re- 
membrance of her cruel fituation ; fo that 
like a wretched mariner caſt aſhore, ſhe 
was drawn back by the returning waves. 
Now, waſhing her hands in her own 
tears, over foot - piercing rocks, ſhe tot- 


be lars, 


tered 
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tottered to the ſhore, where ſhe beheld. 


the bleached corpſe of the maſter of the 


veſſel with a large bag tied round his 
neck. Prompted by curioſity, ſhe re- 
luctantly opened the bag, and there diſ- 


covered her own jewels, 


When ſhe had taken them out, and, 
was fitting them on, ſhe obſerved the. 


noſe-ring was much bent, and endea- 


vouring to ſtraighten it, it broke in her 


hand. 


| Immediately the earth trembled 
around her her eyes were darkened as 


with a veil, and a hoarſe voice ſtruck 


the tremulous jewels of her ears, ſaying, 


Who endowed thee with that ring 


ic which thou haſt broken, thus to force 
© me from the palace of the abyſs ? 


« Speak—What is thy demand? that I 
* may quickly obey the diftates of 
Vot. II. G . heaven. 
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fr 
« heaven.“ Roſhana, trembling with” 
fear, replied, — Sacred genius! or 


« whoever thou art, pardon the 1gn0- 
„ rance of thy humble ſlave. The ring 


«which I broke, was the gift of a 


* dirveſh, whom I ſupported with the 


* hand of charity, when lean famine 
* walked abroad; but 1 was totally ig- 
e norant of its effects, though he indeed 


« told me, it would relieve me from 
« diſtreſs, yet refuſed to acquaint me 
de jn what manner. Be therefore ſo kind 
« as to take me from this ifland.“ 

« Stop,” ſaid the Genius; © you can 
« have but one wiſh.” In a moment, 
ſhe perceived herſelf lifted vp in the 


air, and, ſwift as the flight of imagina- 
tans found herſelf ſtanding upon the 
main land. 

Here 
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Here refreſhment hung cluſtering 
from every branch, and harmony fat 
warbling on every bough ; the ſmiling 
ſpring was buſy weaving her flowery 
carpets, while the infant breezes, with 
their little wings, fanned her with 
grateful perfume. 
Now the eyes of Roſhana brightened 
with pleaſure, like pearly dew-drops at 


the morning ray; but as ſhe moved 
forward on the light foot of expectation, 


ſearching on this paradiſial region the 


inhabitants of the happy ſhade, ſhe 
was ſoon bewildered again in ſorrow, 
in finding no marks of the hand of 
cultivation, nor any trace of the human 
foot, 

In the mean time hope, from tree 
to tree, grove to grove, and hill to hill, 
led her wiſhfully on, as a golden winged 
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bird, newly- fledged, leads the child of 
admiration and deſire. At length, ſhe 
beheld an antique creature of the human 
form, covered over with hair, dancing 
along the field, who was ſoon ſucceeded 
by another, and another, till about the 
number of forty, male and female, ad- 
vanced capering and ſinging towards 
her ; theſe forming a ting around her, 
. threw themſelves into ridiculous 
poſtures ; they roared, they gabbled, 
and danced, beating ſkins for drums, 
and claſhing ſtones againſt one-another 
for cymbals. 

When the female Bunmanoes * ob- 
ſerved her jewels, they began to pinch 
her, and tear them off, But ſhe acci- 


s A kind of wild andy hardly ſuperior to 
brutes, ſaid to inhabit the mountaivs of the 


Decan. 


dentally 


3 
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dentally recollecting the ring, broke it 
a ſecond time. 3 
Immediately the Genius appeared, 
and the Bunmanoes with a loud ſcream 
inſtantly devoured flight. When the 
Genius of the ring again demanded 
the reaſon of her call. EEC 
Falling upon her face, ſhe cried— 
* Convey me to the houſe of my 
father.“ 

Immediately ſhe fainted away, and 
when ſhe recovered her ſenſes again, 
ſhe found herſelf ſeated upon a tomb- 
ſtone. | | | 

The fad reflection immediately re- 
curred that ſne had loſt her beloved fa- 
ther, ſo drowning his lamp“ with her 
tears, ſhe ſat in the ſhades of horror, 
conſcious that her undutiful conduct 


* The Mahommedans burn lamps to the dead. 
| 63 had 


[ 102 ] 


had brought a virtuous parent to an un · 
timely end. 


In a ſhort time, ſhe beheld her mo- 
ther, with a weeping train in the robes 
of mourning, carrying jars of perfumed 
oil, and baſkets of flowers to ſtrew the 
tomb; ſo joining their tears ih one 
ſtream of affliction, ſhe related her tale 
in the ears of aſtoniſhment, and in pu- 
rity of heart led a life of reaſon, de- 
luded by vain imaginations no more, 
Thus you ſee, continued the ſage, 

what a long train of heavy misfortunes 
proceed from one unpremeditated ſtep. 
Neither ought a wiſe man ever to 
deſpiſea weak enemy, leſt he be ruined 
like the prince of Gilan. 

Jehandar Shaw aſked how that was, 
and th- indulgent diryeſh thus grati- 
fied his ena 


CHAP. 


4 


R 


CH A P. VIII. 


The ſtory of the mouſe and the 
| prince of Gilan, 


JIVE are told of a niouſe in the 


of inheritance, found eſtabliſhment on 
the throne of the long-tails, in plenty and 


ceeaſe, including a number of ſubjects in 


the circle of his extenſive command. 


In the cburſe of revolving time, a 


piratical old fox thought proper, in the 
the ſuburbs of the ſubtertanebus metto- 
polis of the mouſe; to take up his un- 
ſocial reſidence, and by daily and 
nightly incurſions kept his ſubjects on 
the wings of trepidation; inſomvch, 

64 


region of Gilan, who, by right 


that 
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that the ear of the king was afflicted 
by the gale of complaint that in- 
ceſſantly whiſtled round his palace. 
Finding his authority diminiſh in 
proportion to the ſhade of his pro- 
tection, he thought it expedient at 
length to aſſemble the grey council of 
wiſdom, that the ocean of advice 
might be ſounded, and the diſtreſſed 
veſſel of government conducted with- 
out delay to a port of ſafety. | 
When this bearded conſiſtory was 
ſat, and they had traverſed the mazes 
of argument, it was found to be the ge- 
neral opinion, that a migration to ſome 
diſtant territory was the moſt effectual 
means of preſervation from this cun- 


ning and rapacious enemy, 
A counſellor of age and experience, 
who, during the heat of diſpute, fat 
| muſing 


[ 105 J 
muſing by-the calm flood of attention, 
bruſhing his whiſkers, aroſe, and bow- 
ing to the king and council, thus gravely 
and magiſterially began : 

« Hluſtrious king of mice, whoſe 
« drink is . milk, and whoſe food 
„ is cheeſe, let the royal gates 
* of attention be unfolded, while the 
“aged ſlave of your preſence advances 
* on the field of argument, and if he 
« deviates from the road of propriety, 


let him be lighted by the lamp of 


* your wiſdom in the unerring paths of 
© truth. 


The counſellor who diſguiſes his 


opinion, to agree with the opinions 
of others, in the hour of delibera- 
© tion for the ſtate, is a traitor, not 
* only to his prince but to his country, 
and to his own honour, unworthy of 
| the 
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« 


=* the truſt he holds, and unworthy of 
< the elements of his being; now it is 
<< the opinion of your ſlave, that the 


c precipitate advice of this council is the 


direct road to the pit of diſtreſs, 


„having always held it an invari- 
e able maxim, that policy ſupplies 


« the place of ſtrength, and wiſdom 


« ſhall riſe ſuperior to fortune itſelf, 
« The ſpider works a net of con- 
&« trivance, and becomes a giant in his 
« Own palace, feeding upon the moſt 
formidable inſets that entangle them- 
<« ſelves in his ſnarè: the b&s, though 
e much weaker than we, defend them- 
s ſelves from our hoſtile incurſions; and 

* the ants, from the birds of the air, 


build galleries of clay upon the trees, 
* and riot on the fruit in ſafety ; ſhall 


ee then in a cowardly manner de- 


ſert 
8 


EF WF, 


e ſert the Inheritance we poſſeſs from 
% our fathers, permitting out auth6- 
© rity to be trodden by contempt, our 


poſleſſions to be divided by out fors, 


and ourſelves to be hunted like rob- 
«© bers ? for wealeneſs as certainly raifes 
enemies, as proſperity and fortitude 
e procure friends. Let us rather exert 
e the ſmall powers with which we ate 
* endued, and if we ſhall fail at laft in 
all our endeavours, let us lengthen 


e the paces of flight, and ſhrink from 


6 the face of danger.“ 

He then propoſed a ſtratagem for 
the reduction of the fox, which met 
with the ſanction of the king, and the 
univerſal ſqueak of approbation. 

Having that evening muſtered his 
forces, which filled the extenſive plain, to 


appearance like a lake gently agitated by 


the 
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the breeze, he conducted the tide of 
their march to the attack of a neigh- 
bouring barn: there he divided the 
ſpoil amongſt them, and they made the 
beſt of their way home, and depoſited 
the plunder in their granaries. When 
the barn was almoſt emptied, the old 
counſellor gave command that the re- 
mainder ſhould be ſtrewed along to the- 
door of the unſuſpecting fox, and that 
clearing their own rout, they ſhould 
retire and enjoy the fruits of their 

labor. | 
When the farmers aroſe in the morn- 
ing, and found that the hand of theft 
had been lengthened on their hopeful 
poſſeſſions, depriving them of the 
fruits of their induſtry, they were led 
by the track of inquiry to the door of 
the innocent fox, They were ſurprized 
what 
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whe: eri i Holt" hers 


taken up his reſidence : determined to 
fatisfy their curioſity, as well as revenge 
their loſs, they prepared a ſtrong trap 
that evening, in which the poor * 
unſuſpectingly fell. 

When the ſpies of the old nb 
brought intelligence of the fox's diſ- 
aſter, he acquainted the king of his 
ſucceſs, who, ſwelling with joy and im- 
portance, could hardly be contained in 
his hole. He ordered his travelling 
. throne, and he was carried in ſtate on a 
chip, at the head of his numerous. 
army, to triumph over the unfortunate 
fox. 

« Peace be to you, O fox! I find) you 
are happily ſituated: how many mice 
* had you for ſupper laſt night, or what 
" ** appetite have you this morning for 
„ break- 


1 
© hreakfaſt? — The fox underſtood 
the irony, but this was no time to re- 
tort; ſo with exceſs of humility he thus 
petitioned the king: | 
«« Moſt gracious king, I acknow- 


ce ledge the enormity of my crimes, far 
% which I now have fallen deſcrvedly 


te juſt victim of your reſentment ;, 


ce but when the ſword is in the hand of 
« power, generoſity is the ſcabbard of 
heroes. Let therefore your venge- 
« ance be ſheathed, and the ſkirts of 
« your mercy be extended: I ſwear by 
< the ſtrength of your arm, that theſe 
t feet ſhall be the meſſengers of your 
« will, and this head the very football 
of your pleaſure.—You will then be 
convinced that my ſervices will make 
« ample amends for the paſt, and obli- 
« terate my former miſdemeanors.” 


'The 


f on FF 
The king called his counſellors aſide, 
propoſed the queſtion to their mature 
deliberation ; whether the faith of the 
fox ſhould be truſted, by entering into 
a firm alliance with him? or whether 
they had better abandon him in this 
inextricable ſnare of deſtruction. 
Many ſpecious arguments were pro- 
duced on both ſides, and particularly 
the old counſellor inſiſted that a na- 
tural enemy could never be made a 
true friend, that by diftreſs, neceffity' 
or ambition, he might put on the diſ- 
guiſe of friendſhip, but that antipa- 
thies could never be conquered, nor 
the tyger be tamed while he poſſeſſed 
his claws; that it was therefore his opi- 
nion, they fhould diſpatch him imme- 
diately, nor leave it in the power of 
chance. 


Others, 
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Others, with plauſibility, inſiſted, 
that it was political in a weak ſtate to 
form the moſt powerful alliances ; and 
to ſtrengthen the foundations of their 
government by the buttreſſes of van- 
quiſhed foes, who, having already felt 
the weight of their power, would ſtand 
firm for their own ſafety, rather than 
permit themſelves to be buried by their 
1 

The mind of the fooliſh king in- 
clined to the latter opinion. The fox 
was ſworn to allegiance, and freed by 
their teeth from the ſnare. He attended 
the king home in triumph, and was 
dignified with the title of vizier; for it 
was imagined, by the weak monarch, 
that unbounded confidence and gene- 
roſity were the keys to fidelity, and 


gratitude the treaſure of an honeſt mind. 
The 
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The fox, naturally fond of a ſtation 
where his abilities could be amply diſ- 
played, ſoon began to conſult with the 
king about ſthe means of extending 
his authority, and including the whole 


region 'of Gilan within the letter of his 
royal command. - 


The king, like an. empty bladder, 


puffed up by the wind of vanity, ſwam 
on the ſea of. pride, quite regardleſs of 
his own direction. The vizier finding 
himſelf intruſted with the reins of go-' 


vernment, firſt: ſnapped up the old: 


counſellor in. ſecret, - and then con- 
certed his ambitiaus projedts. 
He had no ſooner begun to move 
in his new ſphere, than he found the cats 
were his moſt inveterate enemies: he 
therefore determined to lay the ax to 
the root of their exiſtence, The cats 
Vor. II. 1 
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in a neighbouring village held their 
nocturnal aſſemblies under the roof of 
an old barn; from whence detachments 
were nightly ſent out to lie in ambuſh 
for the fox's forraging parties, which 
occaſioned a famine in his camp. 
One morning as he was out recon- 
noitring, he advanced to the banks of 
a river, where a number of ſtorks were 
fiſhing. Having watched a proper 
opportunity, he robbed them of one 
of their iſh ; with this he ſet out to 
the catterwauling aſſembly, and fat 
down before the door with the fiſh be- 
tween his feet, He was ſoon obſerved 
by the cats, who gathering round him 
with melting jaws, advanced nearer and 
nearer by degrees, and began to be 
very inquiſitive about the fiſh, 

. 1 The 


-. 


. 


The fox for ſome time pretended 
great indifference ; but at length, pre- 
vailed on by importunity, told them 
it was quite in vain for them to be in- 
quiſitive about that matter, for that 
the ſtratagems and policy of foxes 
could never be imitated by cats; and 
ſhould he tell them where fiſh were to 
be found, they could never have the 
addreſs to fetch them. 

The ſelf-conceited cats imagined 
themſelves equal to foxes, and intreated 
him to point out the place, — Well, 
ſays the fox, I will conſent to gratify 
your curiolity, tho' I am very well 
aſſured it will be little to your own 
advantage. 

One day by the bank of the river, 
I chanced to ſee a number of ſtorks 
feaſting upon fiſh in abundance, and 

H 2 being 
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being tired of continually living upon 
mice, I aſked one of them concerning 
the fiſhes. The ſtork after much im- 
portunity told me, that beyond the 
river there was a lake dried up by the 
ſun, in which thouſands of fiſhes lay 
expiring, and that for his own part he 
was quite tired of them. On hearing 
this, I entered into an agreement with 
the ſtork to exchange mice every day 
for fiſh; by which means I am con- 
ſtantly ſupplied, and we are both well 
ſatisfied with our bargain. 

The cats, overjoyed at this diſcovery, 
came to a refolution of conncil that 
night to ſtorm the camp of the mice; 
accordingly each carrying off a captive, 
they marched in the morning to the 
bank of the river ; but the crafty fox 


had been there before them, and ad- 
viſed 


— 


E 


viſed the ſtorks of his projet. Ac. 
cordingly the ſtorks were met, and the, 
cats advancing near, diſcovered . their 
pacific intentions, and the treaty which. 
they intended to ratify, and propoſed. 
the preliminaries for their defibera-, 
tion. ry A. 
During this important convention, 
an old ſtork, renowned for wiſdom, 
flood up and told them, that the me- 


thod they propoſed would be attended 


with infinite trouble, and that for the 
eaſe and convenience of both parties, 
he thought it by far moſt adviſeable, 
that the cats ſhould be ferried over at 
once, when they might revel on belly- 


fulls of fiſh, and catch mice for the 
ſtorks at leifure. 


The cats, pleaſed with this propoſal, 


concluded the treaty in a moment, and 
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every ſtork laying hold of a cat, ex- 
tended their wings to flight. But when 


they had half flown over the river, they 
left the cats to fly for themſelves; cry- 
ing, now is the time to go a fiſhing,” 


The poor cats were in conſequence 


drowned, and the ſtorks made a hearty 
breakfaſt. 7 
Thus the cunning fox, by the ſa- 
crifice of a few mice, provided for 
the general ſafety ; but his ambition was 
not to be bounded by the conqueſt of 
cats, for his aim was univerſal mo- 
narchy. 
One day as a caffila was paſſing by, 
a poor camel, under the load of fatigue, 
fell down without hopes of recovery. 
His load was divided among the reſt, 
and as he could not poſſibly be carried 
along, he Was left to the care of his 
deſtiny. 


[ 119 J 
deſtiny.—In a ſhort time, relieved by 
eaſe, he began to feed in the cap of 
plenty, ſo that his body was invigo- 
rated by health, and his bones cloathed 
with the fleſh of fatneſs. 

The fox got intelligence of his con- 
dition, and immediately acquainted the 
king, that he was informed an inſolent 
camel was ravaging the foreſt at plea- 
ſure; deſtroying the fruits appropriated 
to royal uſe, and polluting his ma- 
jeſty's fountains ; that permitting him 
therefore to remain longer, was cer- 
tainly inconſiſtent with policy; and that 
without he was immediately reduced to 
obedience, it might be afterwards at- 
tended with difficulty; for it was al- 
ways adviſable to pluck up the tree of 
rebellion before it had extended its 


roots, 
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The king was pleaſed with the rea- 
ſoning of the fox, and iſſued orders. for 
the camei's attendance. The fox ſaid, 
that as the buſineſs was of ſuch im- 
portance, that it deſerved to reſt on the 
ſhoulders. of kings, he would gladly 
be honoured with the embaſſy. The 
king accordingly agreed, and the fox 
{et out on his journey, 

When he arrived where the camel 
. Was ſeeding, he accoſted him in haughty 
language, and ſo magnified the power 
of his monarch, , that the camel began 
to give way to fear; for though his 
head was lofty, his heart was low. 
Now the camel begged the advice of 
the fox, and. chat he might intercede 
for his pardon with the king. He was 
told that he muſt wait on him in per- 
ſon, ſor that no leſs ſubmiſſion could 


be received, 


When 
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When che camel found no other re- 
medy, he conſented to attend him to 
court. Being, upon his arrival, com- 
manded to bow, he aſſumed courage to {1 
aſk for his majeſty.—The fox pointed 
to a red rag, on which the monarch 
was ſeated in ſtate ; the camel began to 

| boil with rage on obſerving a ridi- 

culous mouſe ; he kicked -among the 
courtiers of the king, and took the 
way of the foreſt before him. 

Abaſhed by this indignity in the pre- 
ſence of the pillars of ſtate, the king 
called the vizier aſide, and thus far ex- 
preſſed his diſpleaſure: ** Vizier of 
* ſound wiſdom! notwithſtanding we, 
« know your intentions are founded 
Hon loyalty and honour, yet the bu 
« ſineſs you have now undertaken. is ap- 
66 patengly oppoſed to our intereſt i be- 

e cauſe 
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« cauſe our glory will thereby be di- 
© miniſhed in the eyes of the worſhip- 
« pers of external things, though ſuch 
„% as know our intrinſic merit may 
* conſider our worth.” To this the 
cunning fox replied ; | 

Permit not the heart of the king 
to be toſſed on the waves of doubt. 
« —Shall a boy put a ſtring in his 
* noſe, and ſhall not we bow his neck 
* toobedience ? Let this be the taſk of 
your ſervant, and he ſhall dearly 
4 repent his inſolence.” The king was 
rejoiced at theſe aſſurances; and the 
fox in the mean time prepared for the 
execution of his hardy enterprize. 

For this purpoſe he made a long ex- 
curſion, where he remembered a ſugar 
plantation; and having ſelected one of 
the beſt canes, he returned to a grove 

in 
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in the neighbourhood, poſſeſſed by a 
reverend monkey, grey in the arts of 
miſchief. As he advanced to the foot of 
the tree, he perceived the monkey in- 
tent on the cane, leaping from branch 
to branch, and licking his lips with 
inclination, —When the monkey began 
to chatter, and he obſerved the water 
had began to flow from his wiſhful jaws, 
he told him, that for a ſmall piece of 
ſervice, he would give him not only 
that cane, but direct him where to find 
a thouſand. | 
The monkey, ſuſpicious of deceit, 
would hardly give ear to his ſtory ; 
but inticed by the bribe, at length he 
conſented to the fox's propoſal ; ac- 
cordingly, making the fox retire, he 
devoured the greateſt part of the cane. 
| Walking 
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Walking then, at a diſtance behind, they 


arrived where the camel was feeding 


on the branches of - the trees of the 
| foreſt. 


| The fox leaving the field to the 
monkey, he ſcrambled immediately 
into the tree, and ſeizing the broken 
| halter, which had been left in the 
<amel's noſe, . faſtened his head to the 


branches, and left him, like a gooſe, 
ſuſpended. The fox in the mean time 
arrived, and began to praiſe the dex- 
terity of the monkey, and made more 
ample promiſes of reward, if he would 
yet do him one piece of ſervice. The 
monkey conſented to the propoſal; ſo 
leaving the camel faſt, they travelled 
to another place, where ſome ſawyers 

> on had 
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had been ſawing a tree, but had now 
retired to dinner. | 

The fox now acquainted the 1 1 
who ſtill kept aloof on his guard, that 
he had particular occaſion for that wedge 
which was inſerted between the boards ; 
the monkey immediately ſet to work, 
and extracting the wedge with his teeth, 
he was unfortunately caught by the 
tail; when the fox, applauding his dex- 
terity, ſnapped him up in the teeth of 
ingratitude. 

The fox now haſtened to the king, 
and acquainted him of the ſtate of the 
camel, aſſuming the whole merit to 
himſelf, without condeſcending to men- 
tion the monkey. When the king 
heard the fate of the camel, he was ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced, and, with a view 
Kits 8 3 of 
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of gratifying his revenge, and exulting 
over the arrogant captive, he com- 


manded his retinue to be prepared, 
haſtening to the field of triumph; there 
mounting the tree before the camel, 
he ſarcaſtically thus addreſſed him: 
„Happy times, O! thou of the 
* ſtreight- back, who can thus brouze 
« all day on tender leaves, and ſuck 
« water from the clouds of heaven ; 
e had your head been as long as your 
e neck, you had never preſumptuouſly 
&« dared to have kicked up the duſt 


Loof contempt, with vain intention to 


have dimmed our glory, and clouded 
« the eyes of our ſplendid court. But 
* now you fall by the power you con- 
4 temned, and muſt receive the reward 
of diſobedience,” 

| 4 The 
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The unhappy camel, in this ſtate of 
diſtreſs, judging obſtinacy of no effect, 
was fain to lay his heart on the duſt of 
humility, and thus in plaintive ſtrain 
replied : 
King of the world, and whom the 
* world obeys. Though in the days 
* of my folly and ignorance, my 
« crimes were indeed great; yet, having 
* travelled from a far country, and 
« being totally a ſtranger in theſe 
e climes, my mind was not yet en- 
e lightened by your majeſty's glory, 
e nor my eyes bleſt with the wonders of 
your power; therefore ſave me, O 
e ſave me, by the meltings of pity, 
* nor let me burn in the flames of your 
„ wrath! I now ſwear to you eternal 
s allegiance; put then the rings of 
obedience in my ears, and count me 
among 
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i among the oumber of your” lo. 
« jects.· 

The fox being conſulted on this oc- 
esl, he interceeded for the pardon 
of the camel, which added ſtrength 
and dignity to the ſtate, and accord- 
ingly he was releaſed from captivity. 


The fame and mighty proweſs of the 


mouſe now reſounded through the 
foreſt of Gilan, and animals of 
various kinds, on hearing of the con- 
queſt of the camel, haſtened within 
the circle of obedience ; but the mighty 
lion diſdaining fear, ftill laſhed che 
ſounding foreſt with his tail, and 
moiſtened the riſing duſt with the 
crimſon torrents of his deadly rage. 
The fox having complained to the 


king of theſe conſtant depredations of 


. the lion, * was permitted to ſummon 


him 
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him to his preſence ; but the lion de- 
rided the ſummons, and: would certainly 
have deſtroyed theambaſſador, had he not 
deemed hit unworthy of his reſentment. : 
His majeſty was exceſſively diſſ pleaſed at 
the unſucceſsful attempt of the fox, 


ſaying, It were better to be blind to 


inſult, and cover our diſpleaſure, than 
lift up the hand, without the power of 
ſtriking the blow, When once a mo- 
narch endeavours to ſhow his power, 
he himſelf falls, if the enemy do not 
fall in his preſence. But the fox had 
reſources in himſelf, and was not to be 
intimidated by ſtrength. Having paid 
a friendly viſit to the jackal, he found 
means to bribe him over to his deſigns, 
and the plot being laid for the lion, it 
ſueceeded according to his wiſhes. 
Vol. II. 1 Next 


eſcaped deſtruction. 
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Next morning, according to his in- 


ſtructions, the jackal ran breathleſs to 


the lion, and told him æ lamentable 
ſtory of his narrow eſcape from death; 
for that, exploring the woods for prey, 
he was met by an inſolent lion, who 


demanded whoſe ſervant he was, he 


replied, That he belonged to the lord of 
the foreſt. That the lion, on hearing, 
this, began to grind the teeth of 


rage, ſaying : Go inſtantly and tell 


. * your maſter, that if he ſhall come 
* within the reach of theſe paws, he 


de will be taught to know him who 
«js really the maſter of the foreſt: 
that on refuſing to deliver ſuch a 
meſſage, he fprung with an intention 
to devour him, but that he had happily 


At 
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At this ſtory, the rage of the lion 
began to kindle; and as he had long 
reigned unrivalled in thoſe regions, 
he commanded the jackal immediately 
to direct him to the uſurper's den. 
The treacherous jackal obeyed, and 
trotting along before, ſtopped ſhort 
near the mouth of a well, telling him 
that that was the den of his enemy. 
The lion, in the heat of rage, flew 
forward to the mouth of the well, and 
looking down, beheld his own ſhadow. 
He, roared, and gave challenge of com- 
bat; his voice being ecchoed in his 
ears, he leapt at the deceitful reflection 
and plunged into the pit of misfortune. 

The fox, who had been fitting at a 
diſtance, on beholding the ſucceſs of 
his ſtratagem, ran to acquaint the king: 
that monarch ſweeping the ground with 

I 2 his 
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his long train, walked forth from his 
ſubterraneous palace, and mounting 
upon the hump of the camel, ſet out 
for the field of glory. As his ma- 
Jeſty could conceive no poſſible means 
of extricating the lion from his diffi 
culties, he made neceſſity appear deſign, 
and having upbraided the lion with 
contempt of his authority, told him 
he might now for his infolence eat the 
hard bread of diſobedience. | 

But the fox, who had'a key to all 
difficulties, told the king, that the 
friendſhip of the W6rWould add luſtre 
and ſtrength to theft ſtate, and that if 
he would conſent to be ſworn to alle- 
giance, he was too generous and brave 

. to prove falſe, and that he himſelf 
would undertake the difficulty of re- 
lieving him from his preſent diſtreſs. 
| The 
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The king gave immediate conſent, 
and the lion, with ſome difficulty, 
when he perceived his ſtrength ex- 
hauſted, through neceſſity ſwallowed 
the oath, and the fox prepared for his 
releaſement. At a ſmall diſtance from 
this well there ſtood a large pond of 
water, which the farmers in time of 
drought threw up by engines for 

their thirſty fields, diſpoſing it in ſmall 
canals, where moſt required for the be- 
nefit of cultivation. One of theſe 
ſtreams paſſing cloſe by, the fox broke 
down the clay aqueduct, when the water 
flowing into the well, filled it in a 
ſhort ſpace to the brim ; ſo that the lion 
fatigued with toil came out, ſhook him- 
ſelf in the ſun, and thanked his crafty 
deliverer, 


13 When 
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When they had ſet out for the me- 
tropolis of the mouſe, the lion enter- 
tained the fox with the ſtory of his late 
misfortune, inveighing bitterly againſt 
the jackal, for his ingratitude to an in- 
dulgent maſter. The fox joined in the 
ſame opinion, and told him the traitor 
was unworthy to live, therefore he 
would give him up to avenging juſtice ; 
but that as he had promiſed him pro- 
tection, he muſt endeavour to diſpatch 
him privately, 

Thus the jackal was given up for 
his treachery to the implacable reſent- 
ment of an injured friend, while the 
conqueſt of the lion was ſounded abroad 
by fame. Every beaſt of the field (the 
wiſe elephant alone excepted) threw 
themſelves under the protection of the 

mouſe, 
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mouſe, who was now intoxicated with 


his own grandeur. 


The elephant every night defrading 
from the woods to the fertile plains, by 


the enormous weight of his body trod 
down the cities of this ſubterrancous 
colony, and occaſioned prodigious de- 
vaſtation, He was, in conſequence, 
cited to the awful tribunal of the mouſe; 


but deſpiſinghis authority, and confiding 


in his own ſtrength and ſagacity, he 
blew the meſſenger with the wind of his 
trunk ſome yards from his mighty 
preſence. But the fox, determined to 
bend his neck, watched all his motions 
to contrive his ruin. 


Having obſerved a wooden bridge 


that was thrown over a rapid ſtream, 


which the elephagt was obliged to croſs 


in his nightly invaſions from the neigh- 
I 4 bouring 
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bouring mountains, he employed a de- 
tachment of mice to eat the pins and 
gnaw the ropes by which this bridge 
was firmly united. The next night, as 
the elephant paſſed, the bridge broke 
down, and he fell in the river. Here, 
confined by the ſteepneſs of the banks, 
and cataracts before ànd behind, his ſa- 
gacity and ſtrength were unable to ex- 
tricate him from the terrors of confine- 
ment. | * 

When the fox was Mere of his 
fall, he acquainted the joyful king, 
who now thought his glory complete 
by the reduction of the brutal creation, 
and haſtened to enjoy the triumph. _ 

The moment the king of mice had 
fixed his eyes on the mighty elephant, 
he cried out to the fox in extacy,— 


ce Behold this is one of our brethren! 
hs 66 * Obſerve 


'E WF 1 

* Obſerve what a ſtrong reſemblance ! 
If he had not been quite ſo fat, and 
<< his noſe quite ſo long, he would cer- 
“e rainly have been our very picture; 
e but theſe are defects in nature, from 
„ hich we providentially are ex- 
« empted.” Then travelling acroſs his 
broad back, like an ant traverſing a 
mountain, he reviewed him with the 
eyes of curioſity; when the elephant, 


by a flap of his ear, impolitely threw 


his majeſty into the river. 


Now the whole court was in an up- 
roar; but the king having recovered 
the ſhore, he received their congfatiila-/ 


tions for his ſafety 3 but he ſwore he 


would be revenged on the elephant, as 


ſoon. as he had dried his whiſkers. - 


In the mean time, the fox interceed- 
ing for the elephant, the rage of the” 


king 
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3 his bloody in- 


tentions prevented. The fox now ad- 
dreſſed the elephant, and told him if he 
would ſwear allegiance, he would re- 
lieve him from his cruel bondage; the 
\ elephant conſenting to this indignity, 
the fox. ſet out for a field where the 
peaſants had fired the bruſhwood, and 
returning with a brand in his teeth, ſer 
fire to the wooden bridge, which im- 
mediately alarmed the villagers, whe 
was crowded in hafle towards it. 

Their aſtoniſhment is hardly to be 
conceived, when they beheld a large 
elephant in the ruins, roaring with the 
heat of the fire, the kindling of which 
is a myſtery, b 

A meſſenger was diſpatched to the 
City, to give notice to the ſervants of 
the prince; they acquainted him of the 
particulars; 


„„ 

particulars; he commanded his Ma- 
hauts“ to the place to draw out and 
ſecure the elephant; — accordingly 
when they had ſloped down the banks, 
and bound the elephant with ropes in 
ſuch a manner that he could fearcely 
uſe his limbs, they drew him up by 
other elephants, and conducted him 
in triumph to the palace of the aſto- 
niſhed prince of Gilan. 
The fox, who had foreſeen the con- 

ſequence, remonſtrated againſt this he- 

haviour, and made a demand of the 
king's ſubject; bur he met not the 
honor of attention; it was therefore 
determined, in the ſenate, that a noble 
ambaſſador ſhould be ſent in form ta 

demand a categorical anſwer, or an im- 
mediate reſtitution of the elephant. 
» Elephant riders. is 
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The lion was at firſt propoſed, be- 
cauſe his formidable appearance and 
ſtrength might diſcharge the gall of 
fear on their hearts, while his intrepi- 
dity, generoſity, and rank would ſup- 
port all the dignities of their empire. 
But the fox, after an eloquent oration 
in praiſe of the ambaſſador propoſed, 
objected againſt truſting ſuch a ſubject 
in the hands of ſuch perfidious foes ; 
that his brayery would render him inca- 
pable of ſupporting the indignities to 
be feared, where moderation, cunning, 
and addreſs were qualities as eſſential 
as boldneſs. — The lion was ſatisfied 
with his reaſons, and the crafty fox, 
who was ambitious of war, ſent an 
old ſtinking badger on the embaſly, 
with a numerous retinue of attendants 
of the various inhabitants of the woods. 
a Us When 
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When they arrived at the gate of the 


city, news was brought to the prince of 
Gilan, who laughing at the oddity of the 
cavalcade, ordered them to be admitted 
for his entertainment. Firſt, the un- 
courtly bears, bearing the maces of au- 
thority, came growling the praiſes of 
the badger ; next came the antic 
baboons, bearing the flags of ſtate 
then the bare-backed apes, carrying the 


blazing flambeaus ; and laſt, the heavy 
aſſes, braying from lungs of iron; 
after them came in regular order, a de- 
tachment of ſtout oranoutangs, with 
the badger, reverend and ſolemn, 


mounted upon a lofty camel, and fol- 
lowed by various animals loaded with 
proper preſents.” 

The badger, having obtained the 
n of audience, opened his em- 
baſſy 
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baſſy to the prince, who fat with his 
hand on his noſe, till unable to beat 
longer the ſmell, he commanded one of 
his guards behind to cut off the badger's 
tail; with the tail the ſpeech was cut 
ſhort, and the preſence-chamber re- 
. founded with a hideous uproar. 

Rage, death, and confuſion were 
now on foot; but the banners of victory 
waved over the head of the prince of 
Gilan, and the routed ambaſſador with- 
out his tail fled homeward, diſho- 
noured and abuſed ; where he related 
his unfortunate ſtory. 

The king now reproached the viziet 
for giving opportunity to the prince of 
Gilan to pluck the ſacred beard of his 
renown, and render him contemptible 
among his own ſubjects. But the fox 
was not yet baffled, and had the confi- 

dence 
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dence to tell the king, that, with 2 
toman of mice only, he would reduce 


the prince of Gilan. 

The king, who had now a mighty 
opinion of the fox, emboldened by this 
declaration, cried, ** War! war! beat 
« the drums of war againſt the unfor- 
* tunate prince of Gilan; let our 
* trumpets rend his ears, and the ban- 
ners of our victorious armies involve 
„him in the ſhades of darkneſs.” — 
Now war was proclaimed abroad, and 
every road to the capital of the mouſe 
were like rivers rolling into the bil- 
lowy Caſpian. OS. 

The fox, ambitious of fame, advanced 
with his toman of mice, and entering, 
the city in the night, conducted them 
to the royabtreaſury, which he robbed 
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of every dinar before morning, The 
king being informed of his ſucceſs, 
was deſirous of partaking of the glory, 
and advanced with his numerous to- 
mans commanded by their own chiefs, 
and inveſted the city in the morning. 
When the prince found his capital 
blocked up, he began to conſider his 
danger ; he therefore ordered his troops 
under arms, who had been ſtarving 
amidſt plenty and peace. When they 
found that their ſervices were neceſſary, 
they with juſtice demanded their ar- 
rears, for that life was too precious a 
ſtake to be fooliſhly As againſt 
nothing. 

The prince found it vain tocontend, 
ſo he gave orders to ſettle their demands; 
but what was the terror of the trea- 
ſurers, when they found but the empty 


bags? 


CE 1991: Þ | 
bags? The prince commanded the 
treaſurers to be hanged, to extinguiſh . 
with their innocent blood the kindling 
flames of edition, But at laſt; when 
the army perceived that che prince was 
defective in power, more than in 
juſtice and inclination, they prepared 
for a deciſive battle againſt theſe in- 
ſolent and ſavage invaders, feeding 
upon promiſes and hope after victory 
ſhould perch on their helmets. 

The fox, who had his-/ſpies in the 
city, got intelligence of this deſign, 
and having determined on the blow 
of prevention, muſtered up a nu- 
merous army of miners, compoſed-of 
rats, moles, mice, mungoſhes *; 
badgers, rabbits, and beavers, divi- 


* A kind of ſerret which kills ſnakes. 
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ix ded them into two brigades, com- 
manding the firſt four battalions, as 
| being ' leaſt conſpicuous, to cut the 
| bow-ſtrings of the Gilanites in the 
| night, and to fink a mine under the 
| prince's palace, while the other three 


| ſhould ſap the walls of the city to open 
| breaches for the whole army. 

| Theſe orders of the fox were and. 
I ingly executed, ſo that before morning 
| the city was in confuſion, the horſes-cut 


looſe from their picquets, and all the 
bow-ſtrings of the army gnawed: upon 
which the. ſenate was immediately ſum- 
moned to the palace, to deliberate on 
the affairs of the ſtate, In the mean 
time they received advice that ſome 
cubits of the wall had ſunk down, 
forming a wide breach, through which 


the beaſts * like a deluge, de- 
| ſtroying 
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ſtroying all * them. Diftrated 
by this news the council broke up in 
confuſion, and the pillars of the palace 
ſunk down, and the disjointed fabric 
buried them im its weighty ruins... 
Now lions, tigers, and bears glared 
dreadful in every ftreet, ſwimming 
in floods of flaughter z while other 
miſchievous , inceridiaries threw fire 
into every houſe; ſo ihat confuſion arid 
horror ſtalked abroad through the re- 
tiring ſhades of night, and when the 
faint image of the lord of day thruſt 
his angry forehead through the ſmoaky 
clouds of morning, nothing was ſeen 
but fire rolling its tide along the 
footſteps of devaſtation and death, 


and the N of de > glories of 
Gilan," | 


* 


. Has. WW 


1 


„en 1. 
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No the cance of the fox was com- 
A nd his power: by popularity ab- 
ſolute : ſo confining the pitiful ,,mouſe 
fat life within tbe walls of a hollow 
cheeſe, be mounted the imperial 
throne, and raigned over all the ute 
creation. N ais 
5 Thus, wy. fon, Ave dern * 
ee by many ſurprizing parables,” how 
much policy is ſuperior to ſtrength; 
: * how a weak enemę is not to be deſpi- 
c ſed; how the moſt deſpicable ſtate may 
* ſhine when directed by able coun- 
* cilsʒ and the danger of an indolent 
prince ſtam the power of àn am- 
8 bielops, ſtateſman, But another thing 
is, of equal. importance to men to 
„gude them in the road of ſaſety, 
&« and that is a guard on their own lips, 
af kit ty be © derne by a babbling 
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41 tongue to ruin, like the ſon of the 
„ merchant of Tatta,” T“ * 

The prince, charmed with the in- 
ſtructions of the fage; for a moment 
forgot his paſſion, and looking perſua- 
ſlvely in his face, begged him to tell 
that ſtory.! The old man, with the elo- 


quence of auc, {ous charmed the 
n of eee, 
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The ſtory of * young ' merchant 


of. Tatta. „„. 

* are told of. .an avaricious 
merchant, who lived in the 
city of Tatta, whoſe. only ſon Fazulla 
ſowed the gold of his care in the ſtreets 
of prodigality, and the jewels of advice 
among the briers and thorns of on- 
tempt; at length repeated crimes, 'on 


repeated indulgencies, provoked, the 


harſh'blow of chaſtiſement. 

The youth, in the warmth of juve- 
nile pride, gave the reins to unruly 
Ps and er Wer Rapias all 
. bouncs 
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bounds of reſtraint, commenced with 
precipitate madneſs to travel tho 
wilderneſs of folly and toil, throwing 
the houſe of his father behind him. 
On the journey of the firſt day, he was 
taught by convincing experience, that 
the bow of his ſtrength was too weak 


to wing the arrow of his intention to 
his aim, and that his force had forſaken 


him, at a diſtance imagination had left 


behind, which conſtrained him to 
take up his abode in the trunk of a 
hollow tree. | 

When the ſwift meaſurer of the 
heavenly way had alighted at the ſtage 


of the weſt, and the moon fair bride of 


night, riſing from her crimſon” bed, 
tricked up her beams in a liquid mirror, 


adjacent tohis place of retirement, he 
beheld three milk-white doves deſcend- 
K 4 ing 
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ing in playful circles. from the ſky, 
and alighting by the brink of the pool, 
where they were immediately tranſ- 
formed to pirries. 
He gazed with. delight and amaze- 
ment, while, with the fingers of de- 
licacy, they drew their robes, like the 
webs of morning from the dew: bathed 
lilies of ſpring, and laid them on the 
flowery· bank, inviſible by their exqui- 
fite fineneſs; now, the found of their 
filver tongues vibrated | in the: nerves of 
delight, and attention ſtarting from ear 
to eye, and eye to ear, he was raviſhed 
with unexpreſſible pleaſure. 
Ahl Siſters of the ſky, ſays one, 
what imprudence] what frolic is this? 
Suppoſe now our raiment ſhould. be 
ſtole; thus, by loſing our ſpiritual 
power, ve might wander, like the 
daughters 
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daughters of men, through theſe. hor- 
rible woods for ever. — What a happy 
man mull he be! ſaid the ſecond, who 
could catch us in this plight, and get 
| poſſeſſion of my precious bracelet, con- 
tainingithe pariſpatter , — and my ring 
of direction, ſaid the third: bur. come, 
there is no fear in this place of re- 
tirement; ſo ſaying, they ſtript off their 
jewels, and laying, them by their gar- 
ments on the brink, playfully plunged 
into the flood, which was illuminated 
by the beams of their beauty; dark to. 
their ſnowy waiſts, the ſimbol wreaths 
of their hair flowed down; the waters 
poured. over their « heaving boſoms, 
gently agitated by the breezes. the. 
proud moon was jealous - of their 


The philoſophers ſtone. 
| charms, 
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charms, and ſhrowded herſelf in a 
bluſh behind the veil of a cloud. 
Fazulla, embracing his fortune, ſtole 
flily towards the bank, and bundling 
up their cloaths and jewels, retired, 
like a fox into his hole. In a ſhort 
time, the pirries, having bathed, pre- 
pared to apparel their beauties ;z but, 
finding themſelves robbed of their gar- 
ments, they ſet up a mournful ſcream, 
| ſearching with anxiety around, till they 
diſcovered the thief trembling for fear 
of diſcovery. | 
Ha ! daring ſon of impiety, ſays 
one, well mayeſt thou tremble indeed ! 
well mayeſt thou fear our reſentment ! | 
—doſt thou preſume to hope for mercy 
for this affront on the children of light ? 
This inſtant return our jewels and ap- 
parel, or ſee yourſelf transformed to a 
monkey, 
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monkey. Fazulla, being bold and ob- 
ſtinate, did not permit himſelf to be 
intimidated by their threats, telling 
them they might do their worſt, for 
that he was determined to hold faſt by 
his fortune. 5 

Now prayers ſucceeded to menaces ; 
but the youth could by no means be 
brought ro turn the face of conſent to 
their requeſt, but building upon their 
humility, ſtood firm to his own pur- 
poſe, telling them, he would' return 
home in the morning, whither, if they 
pleaſed, they might alſo follow him. 

When they found their intreaties in 
vain,” they began to feproach each 
other, and weeping, ſat down on the 
graſs, begging, ſince he was determined 
on their ruin, he might conduct them 
home unüet the of night, that 
public 


—— — — — 
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pobke ignominy and 8 not 
be added to the gumber of their heary 


misſortunes. „ . b 


To this . gladly fox.” ab 


and in vigorated by his lucky ad- 


venture, he returned the ſame night to 
Tatta, and. ſcereted. them in bis on 


| apartment; chere he ſupplied them with 
robes and jewels,” the moſt coſtiy chat 


gold could purchaſe, but took cart to 
£onceal, their awa beyopdiFhe- reach of 


Sher ſine inquiry. 


Now he purchaſed a palace 0 r 
n e and ordered others to be 


built of ſuch: maghificence as exteeded 


che wealth of nations Hete gold was con- 


VLvvoertedh to ſuch ig hle purpoſes, that the 
bcoholders miſtgok- it for braſs, and the 


moſt precio 


1s were fo proſticuted, 


ay wot tp: . Ange? from 15 
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His houſe became the relidence -_ 


Pleaſure, - and his table the reſort of the 


great; his days were conſumed in feſti- — : 


vity, and his nights in the enjoyment 
of love. Curioſity obſerved! him with 
aſtoniſhment; greatneſs with envy 


and jealouſy; and poverty with ohſequi 


ouſaeſs and hope; but the ſecret of 


his riches remained in the baſom of 
concealment, nor could the artful in- 


dear ments of the pitries Aiſcoyer the 
repoſitory of his wealth, ' , > 
 Intoxicated at lengrb by kis fortune, 
he permitted the wind of flattery to 
blow up che bubble of vanity in the 
cup of fermenting conceit ; when one 
day in gaiety of heart, elevated by 
mirth, wit, and wine, he rehearſed the 
particulars: of his ſtory in the cats of 
his aſtoniſhed friends; but as yet in his 
5 | own 
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vwn opinion he was ſafe with reſpect 
to his acquiſitions; he rolled in the 
luxuries of wealth, and flumbered in 
the arms of ſecurity. 
When his ſtory became noiſed abroad, 
it at length reached the ears of his 


father, who valued the bleſſings of gold 


ſuperior to the bleſſings of heaven; 
though he had before been enriched 


beyond meaſure by the boundleſs libe- 
Tality of his ſon, which, like a river 


overflowing its banks, diſpenſed wealth 
to all around him, yet he coveted the 
poſſeſſion of the whole, and feared the 


prodigality of his ſon would melt down 
the mountains into the ocean. 


Fazulla now found his generoſity 
was undervalued in the fight of his 
friends, and that if he converted the 
Indus to gold, he could not quench the 

avarice 
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avarice of his father, gratify the im- 
portunity of his kindred, nor be per- 
mitted to drink in peace of the ſtream 
which his fortune afforded, 

Now the old man was ranſacking his 
brain for a ſcheme to get poſſeſſion of 
this treaſure, and having in vain tried 
to obtain the ſecret from his ſon, he 
fell at length upon a ſucceſsful expe- 
dient. For this purpoſe he inſtructed 
his dog to trace out the footſteps of in- 
quiry, and going one day for ſome 
money, Fazulla having none in rea- 
dineſs, intreated him to ſtay a moment. 
Walking then into a private garden, the 
ſon entered a thick grove, where, 
taking the ſtone out of a hole of a tree, 
rubbed over ſome bars of lead, and re- 
turned with them in ingots to his 


father. 
| The 
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The old man received them with joy, 
but, pretending fatigue, reclined on a 
ſopha till Fazulla retired. The dog 
in the mean time was put upon the 
ſcent of inquiry; accordingly he ted him 
to the tree, where, having for ſome time 


fearched, he found the None in a place 


imperceptible to any eye, but the 
piercing eye of avarice, 


When he obtained the poſſeſſion of 
this jewel, his mind ran on robbers 
and thieves, ſo that, like a murderer, 
- herſkulked from every eye, and particu- 
larly the eyes of his ſon, for he dreaded 
his ring of direction; as reſt was there- 
fore baniſhed from his ſoul, till he ſe- 
cured it beyond danger, after revolving 

a thouſand projects in his mind, he de- 
termined at length to ſwallow it, on 
eliected his deſperate Pe 

W * 
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When Fazulla, like an eagle return- 
ing to his neſt, found it plundered of 
the hope of his being, in the diſtraction 
of rage and deſpair he exalted the 
voice of ſorrow; but recollecting his 
ring of direction, he drew it from its 
place of concealment, and conjured its 
magical power to lead him to his pariſ- 
patter. : 

Immediately the little compaſs in the 
ring moved in a proper direction, and 
conducted him ſtep by ſtep to the houſe 
of his own father. He entered, and be- 
held him walking about with all the 
geſtures of agonizing pain; but he had 
no ſooner ſet his eyes on Fazulla, than 
he ſtarted as from a ſpectre, and retired. 

As the needle ſtill pointes towards 
him, Fazulla was now aſſured that his 
father.“ robbed him of his jewel; 

vor. I, 7 L | but 


1 Þ 
but conſidering his preſent indiſpoſition, 
the impropriety of the time kept him 


ſilent, and he returned to his own 


abode. 

The old man in this ſeafbn of 
affliction was adding to the pains of the 
body the more inſupportable pains of- 
the mind; for his fears of being de- 
prived of his jewel pierced deeper 
than the fears of death; to rid himſelf 
therefore of theſe apprehenſions by 
drawing the ring on the finger of his 


commands, he employed an eminent V 
thief, with the promiſe of a large re- h 
ward, if he could by any means evan tl 
procure it. tt 

The thief, who was dextrous in his 1 
profeſſion, in the habit of a female 6 
flave, found admiſſion with ſome con- 10 


fectionary into the Haram; he there 
pretended 


4 
pretended an epileptic fit, and was laid 
down in the ſervants apartment, whence, 
ſilently ſtealing in the night, he found 
his way to Fazulla's bed-chamber, 


where he attempted to pull off the ring, 
but finding it impoſſible to be accom- 
pliſhed without waking him, which 
would only be waking danger, he 
thought of ſecuring his ſleep, but dreaded 
the reſentment of his father, 
Finding, therefore, he muſt either 
abandon his enterprize, or embrace 
violence, he at laſt reſolved to cut off 
his hand; laying it out therefore upon 
the edge of the bed, he drew a ſabre 
that hung in the room, and ſevered it 
with one blow from his body, then 
fixing his hook to the window, de- 

{cended in a moment into the ſtreet. 
L 2 When 
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When the thief found himſelf poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ring, he began to examine 
its value, and obſerving that, to all ap- 
pearance, it bote no proportion to the 
proffered reward, on conſidering the 
character of the merchant, and the 
earneſtneis he expreſſed to obtain it, he 
concluded for certain, that it poſſeſſed 
ſome quality, which he yet was not able 
to divine, 
I Inſtead of carrying it therefore to the 
merchant, he concealed it in his own 
houſe; but in the morning, the news 
of the robbery reſounded through every 
ſtreet, and at the ſame time the virtue 
of the ring became a ſubject for the 
tattle of curioſity. 

When the thief found himſelf poſs 
ſeſſed of ſuch a treaſure, he became 
anxious about the manner of ſecuring it, 
| more 
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more eſpecially as he was known to the 
merchant, whoſe death he revolved in 
his mind, c 

Another thief, who had heard the 
ſtory, viewed him with ſuſpicious eye, 
and as his houſe was contiguous to the 
place of impalement, he mounted one 
of the pales in the night the better to 
obſerve his motions. Accordingly, about 
the hour of midnight, he perceived 
him coming out of his houſe, and ad - 
vancing towards the pales, where, care- 
fully obſerving all round him, he be- 
gan to dig a hole in the earth, at the 
foot of one of them, and there de- 
poſited a ſmall caſket. When he had 
covered it up with care, he caſt! round 
the eyes of ſuſpicion, and counting the 
malefactors on the pales, found one 
above the uſual number, _ 
| "EY Alarmed 


| [ 166 ] 


Alarmed at this circumſtance, he be- 
gan to examine them ſtrictly, but find- 
Ing none more ſuſpicious than another, 
he determined to inſure his ſafety : he 
drew a knife from his pocket, and be- 
gan to ſcarify their faces, which the 
thief bore in his turn with patience. 
When he had removed every ſhadow of 
| doubt, he retired to his houſe in ſecu- 
rity, while the other deſcended from 
the pale, and robbed him of all his 
hopes. 
But while the 8 remained 
alive, the thief ſtill conſidered himſelf 
in the way of danger; ſo finding no 
reſt on his bed, he aroſe with bloody 
intention to aſſaſſinate him in his own 
houſe, while he . to carry him 
* ring. 


W hen 
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When he gained admiſſion into the 
houſe, he beheld but the ſigns of grief, 
and heard but the groans of affliction.— 
Here the old man was expiring on his 


bed, with his ſon in a flood of tears, 


and his family in forrowful expectation; 
for phy ſic could adminiſter no relief, 
and the gates of mercy were ſhut againſt 
avarice. The bane he had ſwallowed 
from his own hand, rent his bowels 
with convulſive ſpaſms, while every 
pore wept tears of agony, and every 
nerve ſhot the arrows of woe, till at 
laſt he reſigned his unwilling breath, 
and was committed to the grave, the 
houſe of oblivion, which yet denied a 

ſanctuary to his bones. 
Fazulla, after the death of his father, 
was greatly aſtoniſhed on ſearching his 
effects in vain for the ſtone; and the 
L 4 next 
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next day relating the ſtory in the ears of 
his phyſician, the truth, like lightning, 
ſtruck his mind; but he veiled his 
thoughts from Fazulla's eyes, and that 
night determined with impious hand 
to invade the ſacred manſions of the 
dead, and accordingly prepared for this 
deed of darkneſs. 

In the mean time the thief miſſing 
his ring, which he now thought ſe- 
cure by the death of the merchant, 
began to count the impaled malefactors, 
when finding one of them had walked 
off in the night, he concluded fof cer- 
_ tain ſome of his own fraternity had 
_ baffled all his former precaution ; aſ- 
ſured however, that he muſt bear the 
mark, he ſet out to explore the haunts 
of villany, where at laſt he found one of 
his iniquitous brethren, with his head 


bound 
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bound up, extended at full length on a 
couch. — Aſſured he had ſtumbled on 
the mark of deſign, he began to lengthen 
the tongue of accuſation, till the other, 
intimidated, made a full confeſſion, but 
propoſed at the ſame time, that they 
- ſhould ſhare the profits, and ſet out 
that night in queſt of the ineſtimable 
jewel, which fame had reported to be 
ſtole from Fazulla. 
Accordingly, when night had ſpread 
her ſable pall over the face of ſlumber- 
ing nature, theſe ſworn brothers in the 
way of perdition, invoking the ſpirit of 
the magic ring, from ſtreet to ſtreet 
were conducted along to an aged grove 
without the ſuburbs, where the deceaſed 
merchant was interred, | 
Here the phyſician, who had been. 
' digging the grave, alarmed by the 
* ſound 
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ſound of approaching feet, fell down 
_ proſtrate on the dead man's coffin, and 

trembling dreaded the eye of diſcovery. 
In the meantime the thieves, with haſty 
pace advancing, tumbled precipitately 
over him, when, bellowing with the 
bruiſes he ſuſlained by their fall, they 
concluded themſelves ready to be de- 
voured by the devil, and roaring like 
bears caught in a trap, endeavoured to 
lengthen the paces of flight, but in the 
fright and confuſion dropped the ring, 
nor conſidered their loſs till they had 
fled to ſome diſtance. 

When they found themſelves pur- 
ſued, but by their own ſhadows, they 
at laſt put their feet againſt the rock of 
courage, and each reproaching, the 
other's cowardice, they again reſolved to 
tura their face to danger, Accordingly 

advancing 


- 
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advancing towards the place, they cau- 
tiouſly crept into the grave, where they 
beheld the phyſician at his horrid work, 
and heard him exclaim ; + Happieſt of 
0 mortals,now haſt thou found the pariſ- 
e patter.” Immediately, like wolves, 
they leapt on their defenceleſs prey with 
their weapons, and robbing him of 
life, and his- ſhort-lived hope, buried 
him in the grave which his hands had 
prepared, and with the ſtone and the 
ring, on the wings of gladneſs, turned 
their joyful faces to their own. habi- 
tations. f 
Now when they prepared to divide 
the ſpoil, a great conteſt aroſe between 
them. The firſt inſiſted that as he hat 
| ſtole the ring, with ſo much hazard of 
his own life, that he was undoubtedly 
entitled 
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entitled to have his choice, and fo laid 


;. claim to the pariſpatter. 


The other maintained, that as they 
were both thieves, he had an equal 
right by ſtealing it a ſecond time, as 
he could claim from ſtealing it firſt, 
and as they had ſolemaly agreed to 
| ſhare the profits, propoſed the conteſt 
- ſhould be decided by lot. But it was 
again objected to this method, that if 
either was poſſeſſed of the ring of di- 
rection, the other could never reſt in ſe- 

curity, that it was therefore adviſeable 
to deſtroy the ring, and then divide the 
ſtone between them. | 
This having met with ready conſent, 
they immediately broke the ring in 
pieces, and then with a hammer ſplit- 

ing the ſtone, the charm diſſolved, and 
left them to folly, | 


The 
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The moment. they obſerved ſome 


metals they had transformed for ex- 


periment, - again tranſmuted to their 
priſtine ſtate, and found the ſtone de- 


prived of its chymical virtue, they 


quarrelled with rage of diſappointment, 
when the cutwals guard hearing the 
diſpute, committed them both to the 
horrors of a dungeon, and next day 
the caſy *, by their own evidences, con- 


palement. 


row, beheld all the metals he had 
changed to gold, again reſume their 
former qualities; while the city, which 


wealth, perceiving the cheat with their 
own ruin, wept over the droſs of their 


© The judge. 
Vain 


demned them both to the death of im- 


Fazulla now, to his ſurprize and ſor- 


had been enriched by his overflowing 
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vain imaginations ; but quickly rage 
ſucceeded deſpair, and aſſembling in 
mobs in every ſtreet, they trod order 
and authority under their feet, and 
rolling along like torrents from the 
mountains, threatened his houſe with 
immediate deſolation. 

Now trembling, he ſtood like ſome 
poor ſheep. overtaken by the flood on 
a dry ſpot, which is faſt overflowed by 
the riſing waters. But in this ſituation 
of perplexity and terror he fortunately 
recollected the robes of the pirries, and 
running in haſte to the place of con- 
cealment, he immediately eloathed him- 
ſelf in one of their veils, and became 
Inviſible to the eyes of mortals. 

When the mob, had ſearched every 
corner of privacy, and found the prey 
had eſcaped. their fury, the hands of 
| ſpoil 


* 
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ſpeil were lengthened on his effects, 
and the flames thrown into his lofty 
palaces; the Haram only eſcaping their 


rage, which ſtood in the center of 2 


| ſpacious garden. 


When the waves had ſubſided > 


this ocean of ſtrife, Fazulla reſumed 
his native likeneſs; but now diveſted 
of all his wealth, like a merchant 
eſcaped from a ſhipwrecked fortune, 
he fcarce took N in his own 
exiſtence. 

Finding it 1 to reſitle in 
Fatta, he determined to remove to the 
city of Sind; as he ſtill was poſſeſſed 
of the ſecret of inviſibility, he ſoon 
found means of acquiring, wealth, by 
rendering himſelf preſent on the moſt 
private occaſions. 


One 
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One night exploring a certain in- 
nana, he beheld a fair Caſhmirian 
beauty, ſlumbering alone upon the 
pillow of enchantment, cloathed with 
nothing but her virgin charms. A 
| while he permitted his eyes to wander 
over the paradiſe of love, and was loſt 
in exceſs of amazement, like Adam in 
the morning of creation. 2 
Though nature took fire at the en- 
chanting fight, yet a certain veneration, 
like that inſpired by the preſence of an 
angel, checked the rude hand of vio- 
lence, permitting him only to apply 
his trembling lips to the perfumed 

_ roſes of the cheek of beauty. 
Awakened by this ſoft ſalutation, ſhe 
unveiled the eyes of brightneſs, which 
at once dazled and ſurprized, as when 
unex- 
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unexpected light ſhines, in the eyes of 4 
thief of darkneſs, Es 

Frightened upon ſeeing a ſtranger in 
her apartment, ſhe began to ſcream for 
help. Fazulla, fearing diſcovery, was 
preparing to caſt his robe of invi- 
ſibility around him, but conſidering 
that he could at any time make his eſ- 
cape, he bowed his forehead to the car- 
pet of humility, and thus e his 
amorous addreſs. 

« Faireſt of the daughters of nature, 
permit not fear or diſturbance to in- 
e ade theſe abodes of peace and ſafety. 
«In me behold a votary of love, 
* who hath come with a bleeding heart 
eto ſacrifice it on the altar of thy 
& beauties. ws 

* Who art thou,” replied the lady, 
* who thus preſutneth to defile the 

Vor. II. 0 3 
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« ſacred habitation of chaſtity; ad- 
« vancing the foot of raſhneſs over 
« the brink of the precipice of danger? 
Ho didſt thou climb theſe inac- 
** ceſſible walls, guarded by the ſleep- 
less eyes of jealouſy, or unbolt the 
% doors of my reputation? | 
Love is poſſeſſed of wings,” ſaid 
Fazulla, and the weakeft animal of 
s the deſart, by him infpired, dareth 
i the paw of the lion. What is danger 
„ or death to me, but fuch as I fear 
from your reſentment ? let me dia 
% like a martyr in your arms.” | 
By ſuch paſſionate addreſſes as theſe, 
the lady was melted to favor, and op- 


portunity concurring with deſire, they 


fanned the mutual flame, like moths 


tranſported with the light, till chey - 


burnt the wings of pleaſure. * 
| | 2 Now 
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Now the ruddy morning, peeping 
through the gilded caſements, gave the 
aawelcome ſignal of feparation, when 
Pazulla, fike a ſpirit, retired to ful 
it the torfib» of anxiety, rilf che hours 


of darkneſs again ſould permit him to 
haunt His: treaſure, 


In the rear time the lady all day 
was tortured: by the ſpirit of curioſity, 
for ſhe. perceived not by whiar meats 
he had retired; nor how he found 4&- 
ceſs into her apartment. Sometimes ſhe 
thought it was à dream, and ſome- 
times a palpable reality ; ſo that ker 
mind, tk& a boat betwern wind and 
tide; was toſſed on the wave of un- 
cettainty. 2 

Determined however that night to 
light up the lamp. of truth, or abjure 
all further communicition; ſhe waited 
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with the impatience of a bride, trem- 


bling for the approaching moment. 


When evening with roſy ſkirts re- 
tired through the garden of the weſt, 
and ſhut behind her the door of day, 
Fazulla, on the wings of impatience, 
flew to the chambers of love, where he 
found his beloved, in a looſe robe of 


white taffeta, reclining on a crimſon 


ſopha, with a thin veil of ſilver gauze, 
half diſcloſing her enchanting beau- 
ties. 

Fazulla, fired at the ſight, ran for- 
ward with intent to embrace her, ex- 


: ending the arms of extacy, when, puſh: 
ing him back with a ſevere frown, the 


commanded him inſtantly to retire from 
her preſence, _ 
As when ah eager ſportſman warm in 


the chace Plunges headlong 1 into a de- 
* © ceitful 
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ceitful pool, covered over with the 
flowery lotus, ſo Fazulla, from the 
brink of pleaſure, fell back into the 
chilling water of ſorrow and diſappoint- 
ment; but having raiſed his head from 
this flood of aſtoniſhment, he fell proſ- 
trate on the ground at her feet, and 
conjured her by all their former joys to 
unfold the cruel cauſe of her reſent- 
ment. * 

After much vain intreaty, ſhe at 
laſt condeſcended to open her lips, ſay- 
ing. To cohabit with the devil is a 
« wickedneſs I reflect on with fear, de- 
4 teſtation, and horror; begone there- 


« fore, thou wicked demon. O mer- 
* ciful and juſt heaven, protect me 


* from this fiend's deluſion ! | 
Fazulla, by all the power of argu- 

ment, endeavoured to convince her of 

| M 3 this 
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this miſtake, and that he was certainly 
of the human ſpecies; but ſhe ſhur 
the door of reaſon in the face of con- 
viction, and barred it with invincible 
obſtinacy. When he found himſelf re- 


duced to the neceflity of either relin- 


quiſhing the pleaſures of her love, 
which were now become the elements 


of his exiſtence, or revealing the fe- 


cret of his acceſs, he fooliſhly choſe 
the laſt, and in the ears- of attention 
and ſurprize related the particulars of 
his ſtory, f 

As love had alſo taken poſſeſſion of 
the lady's heart, ſhe became violently 
jealous of the pirries, and the better to 
execute her ſcheme, unravelled his 
heart by degrees, till ſhe diſcovered the 
bottom of. the clue, and where he had 
concealed their garments. 


Poſſeſſed 
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Poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable ſecret, 
ſhe unbarred the gates of bliſs, and 
permitted him to rove without con- 
troul through the flowery meads of 
pleaſure, till ſleep, from ſatiety of en- 
joyment, cloſed his eyes in reſt, and 
afflicted preſcient nature with dreams 
of her approaching diſſolution. 

When ſhe found him in the ſhrowd 
of inſenſibility, ſhe cautiouſly aroſe 
from his fide, and caſting the robe 
around her, flew with the quickneſs of 
thought to the abode of her ſleeping 
lover, where explofing the apartment 
of the pirrits, ſhe awoke them from 
their morning dreams, told them ſhe 
came to their relief, directed them to 
the place of their raiment, and _ 
their immediate departure. "kT 
M 4 The 
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| The pirries, rejoicing in this diſ- 
covery, immediately ſeized their gar- 
ments, but one of them miſſing her 
own, diſcovered it in the hands of the 
lady, whence ſnatching it with uncom- 
mon dexterity, they flew into their 
native air, leaving her naked in her 
lover's houſe, without the power of re- 
turning undiſcovered, but eaſed of the 
fear of rivals. | 
In the mean time, Fazulla, in the 
morning {ound himſelf in the pit of 
. deſpair, curſing his babbling tongue 
that betrayed him in an evil hour, 
while he drank of the water of life, 
and revelled in the garden of pleaſure, 
Here the moment of his diſcovery 
proved fatal, for he fell by the jealous 
rage of her family. 


This 


a 


1 . abs } 

This ſtory may teach us the value 
of ſecrecy. But as nothing can be ac- 
compliſhed worthy of fame without in- 
vincible fortitude, in diſtreſs it is ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould be endued with that 
vircue, which gave immortality to the 
prince of Charizm. 


Jehander Shaw, delighted with the 
ſage, aſked him to tell that ſtory, to 


which, with a benevolent ſmile, he aſ- 
ſented, 
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CHAP. X, 


The ſtory of Altaſaſh, viceroy of 
Charizm. 


ITHEN half the world had been 

ſubdued by the victorious arms 
of the great Subuctagi, and his ſon 
Mamood, Muſaood his grandſon 
mounted the throne of Ghizni *. At 
this time Azim' Shaw Siljoki, prince 
of the Turkumans, whoſe breaſt was 
the ſhield of valor, his right hand the 
weapon of death, and his foul the 


= See the hiſtory of Hindoſtan, tranſlated 
from the Perſian of Mahummed Caſim Feriſhia. 
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aſpiring flame of ambition, which con-] 


ſumed the nations around, ſubdued with 
the edge of the ſword the kingdom of 
Samarcand and Bochara, and extended 
the ſcepter of dominion far within the 
borders of Muſaood, 0 

As ſoon as the ſound of the torrent 
of invaſion ſtruck the ears of him 


whom the world obeyed, he com- 


manded the moſt noble and warlike 
prince Altaſaſh, viceroy of Charizm̃, 


to oppoſe its further progreſs with che 


ſword. 
Altaſaſh, elated by the We 
exalted his ſtandard on the plain, where 


thirty-thouſand warriors in ſteel, whoſe 


hearts bounded like their mettleſome 
ſteeds, and bent with the thirſt of glory 
were aſſembled in its auſpicious ſhade, 
impatlent to be led to danger. With 
| _ theſe, 


* 
— 1 
. 1 — — — _ 
_ —— - — 
— 2 2 — — 
r . — — — - -- 2 — 
4 — 


288 } 

theſe, in martial pomp, he advanced 
his hoſtile ſpears, while children as he 
paſſed weeped their youth, old warriors 
the decay of ſtrength, and peaſants 
deſpiſing their plow, relinquiſhed their 
golden harveſts to cultivate the fields of 
glory. 

The progreſs of the enemy's arms 
admitted of no delay, though hoary 
winter ſtrode on a pace, and began his 
turbulent reign. Altaſaſh by neceſſity 
was conſtrained to engage with the 
rigorous elements, and famine, that 
champion of death, which now proved 
his moſt formidable foe. Rut his troops, 
encouraged by his example, from his 
deſpiling the advantages of ſtation, and 
ſharing the hardſhips of the times, ſer 
their faces like rocks to the blaſt, ſteeled 
their. ſouls with reſolution and patience, 
and 
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and loaded the ſlave that murmured with 
reproach, 

But, as through the mountains of 
Muverulnere they wound up their 
toilſome march to the banks of the 
river Amavia, in the ſpace of one 
dreadful night, half the army was 
buried in ſnow, and the other, like the 
ghoſts of the dead, chattered the teeth 
of deſpondence, or, like hungry leeches, 
for ſuſtenance ſucked at their horſes 
veins that ſtaggered for want of pro- 


vender . 
In this ſituation of horror the enemy, 
fluſhed with plenty, like a foreſt moved 


by the ſtorm, appeared on the-oppolite 


b The Tartars, when reduced to want of 
proviſions, lance their horſes and drink their 
blood, 


ſhore, 
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ſhore, far as the eye could extend, in the 


dazling regions of winter. 

Struck by this formidable ſight, and 
the ſenſe of their awn weakneſs, as 
well as the icy torrent which prevented 
an immediate deciſion, the murmur of an 
approaching ſtorm: was heard to mount 


_ the wind, and the rultling of moving 
ſpears to e warning. of. imminent 


danger, 

Diſturbed from a reverie denn . 
the  anxiaus commander aroſe, and,. 
mounting his ſteed, iſſued forth to ex- 
plore the cauſe. of this. alarm. Here he 
beheld the troaps' marſhalled in ordet 
af march, under their proper ſtandards, 
and his own ſon Haro at the end of 
the line, turning his back on glory. 

The danger was now too great to 
give vent to the flame of rage, though 


by 


+ 
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by ſmothering it within his breaſt, he 
almoſt ſuffocated his reaſon. He rode 
up with majeſty to the front, and com- 
manded the army to halt with a voice 
of authority and confidence. 
Immediately the chiefs from their 
ſtations crowded tumulkuouſly around 
him, ſome pointing their ſpears to his 
breaſt, which he bared to the threat- 
ning ſteel, while others, ſtill tenacious 
of honor, reprimanded their unmenſy 
violence, 
When the undaunted warrior per- 
ceived that the ſpirit of mutiny fo 
much prevailed, he unbuckled his hel- 
met from his hoary head, bald with the 
ſcars of honor, and throwing it on the 
ground at: his feet, raiſed his hands to 
heaven, the ſignal of ſilence and atten- 


5 * 


1 0A 
As when a ſounding whirlwind 
through the craſhing foreſt paſſes into 


the open plain, and leaves calmneſs and 
dumb ſilence behind; ſo now the at- 


tentive army, With eyes, ears, and 
mouths opened to the words of expec- 
tation, while thus the warrior ſpoke : 

Chiefs of moſt noble anceſtry, 
« and brother warriors of high fame; 
« warriors the terrors of your enemies, 
« and the envy of the hunters of re- 
© nown ; warriors whom we have 
ec often led to glory, and who have al- 
« ways bore victory bleeding before 
4 you on the point of your reſiſtleſs 
* ſpears; what diſtreſſes have you not 
« conquered by patienc e? what dan 
« oers have you not ſurmounted by 
« fortitude ? what glories by valour 
„have you not acquired? Are then 


4 ... . our 
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« your preſent diſtreſſes unconquerable, 
« your preſent dangers inſurmountable, 
« and all your former glories of no 
e efteem? Muſt we confent to relin- 
< quiſh our honor? muſt we conſent to 
4 betray our loyalty ? muſt we conſent 
<« to give ſcope to invaſion, and fee 
our country deluged in blood? the 
e blood of our aged parents, the blood 
e of our tender infants, and the blood 
« of their weeping mothers, who bear 
te them on their trembling knees. As 
« we have ſhared the fame of your 
& victory, ſo even have we ſhared your 
„ toils; and were we. to claim pre- 
e eminence in either, with juſtice we 
© might claim the laſt; therefore, to 
imagine we have been inſenſible of 
your miſeries, and diveſted of care 
for your good, wounds deeper than 
Vol. II. N < thoſe 


— 


232 wee 


Sn, — 


nu - _— — 
* ai. a de — 
- 3 Ah. 
— 
_ 


[ 194 J 


e thoſe ſpears could have” done, 
& which you pointed to this naked 


© breaſt, Wherein have we been de- 


« ficient in our duty, or wherein have 
te we given you offence? if any man 
te here among you can, by his ſuperior 
abilities and virtues, claim that un- 
limited confidence, which, by the 
<« favour of almighty God, your king, 


s and you yourſelves have hitherto re- 


< poſed in me, let him ftand forth and 
& ſpeak your ſentiments, and let ſu- 
4 perior reaſon prevail.“ 

- Immediately his ſon Haro, bowing 
the forchead of obedience, thus confi- 
dearly ſtood up and ſpoke ; Father, 
& and moſt noble commander, turn 
et the eyes of compaſſion around, mark 


our condition attentively, and declare 


<« what remains to be done; behold here 
« che 


© 895 1 
te the ſkeletons of half your army, 
<« treading on the graves of their fel- 
te lows, and envying their tranquil 
« ſtate ; behold there the pampered foe, 
numerous as the locuſts of Myſer *, 


<« preparing to devour the harveſt, 


« already blaſted by the raging ſtorm, 
„ What avails the reſolves of the ſoul, 
« when nature is vanquiſhed by toil ? 
<«< what avails it to ſacrifice life on theſe 
« fields of deſpair and famine, when 
<« that roaring torrent divides us from 
© the death for which the brave now 
„ languiſh, and which the coward 
* would not tremble to embrace? This 
* handful, recruited with ſtrength, may 
<< yet prove a bulwark againſt invaſion; 
< but if we periſh unprofitably here, 


© Egypt. 
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t we only deſert the cauſe of our 
country, by ſhamefully ſkulking into 


our graves, Let us therefore imbrace 
opportunity, and retreat with the 
de twilight of hope, leſt the night of 
«« deſpair involve why | io we behold the 
“ morning no more,” 

Now loud ee were heard, 
and the tide flowing on tumultouſly, 
the trumpets ſounded the retreat, 
when the bold Altaſaſh from his thigh 
drew the flaming ſword of valor, and 
raiſed it to ſmite his ſon, who, turning 
his horſe into the ſtream, cried, 
* Father, I fear not death, but let me 
ct die by the hand of the foe.“ 

The army ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment turned their eyes on their reſolute 
commander, while ſome of the young 


prince's companions plunged after him 
into 


* * 3 
oy 


Mm. 


into the roaring flood. Altaſaſh embra- 

cing this opportunity of ſilence, thus 

once more the chiefs harangued. 
Such raſhneſs is but the courage of 


* paſſion,, which the ſavages of the 
« deſart poſſeſs z let us therefore be ra- 
t tionally brave, and while we retain 
< the intrepidity of lions, let us exhibit 
e the prudence of men: but if any 
„ are here who prefer the danger of an 
ce jpnominious flight to the ſafety of 
e a brave exertion, and a crown of 
immortal fame, let them drag off 
< their infectious bodies, to rot on the 
<« dunghill of oblivion, and periſh by 
< their own fears. The moment we 
c embrace flight, that moment we em- 
** brace ruin; twenty ſhall fly from 
done, and the firſt ſhall deſert the laſt, 
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ce till death ſhall tread on his heel, and 
% none ſhall be found to help him. 
Let therefore thoſe who conſider 
<« their ſafety, and can only ſee hope in. 
« yalor, prepare for one noble effort, 
« for the ſpirit of truth in my boſom 
« impels me to certain conqueſt,” 
This ſpeech, inſpiring valor, was 
ſeconded by the voice of applauſe, and 
already the impatient troops were elated 
as in the hour of triumph; embracing 
this favourable diſpoſition, he formed 
them into a deep phalanx, the ſtrongeſt 
of the cavalry to the ſtream, and 
having ordered them with the right 
hand to ſeize the mane of the right 
hand horſe, and with the left the tail 
of the front, turned his own ſteed into 


the flood, and commanded them to 
follow to glory. 


Imme- 
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Immediately crying Alla Akber*! 
they repelled the foaming «tide that 
gorged over its banks above and ebbed 
below in its channels. Now the prince 
with his bold companions had attained 
the oppoſite ſhore, and put to flight the 
guards of the enemy, which he pur- 
ſued into the center of their camp, 
carrying terror and confuſton amongſt 
them, | 1 
In the mean time the brave Altaſaſh, 
having landed his army without oppoſi- 
tion, advanced in order of battle, and 
before the enemy could form their line, 
warmed his troops with ſlaughter, and 
melted the ſnow of the field with the 
ſmoking blood of his enemies, 
Now the plain in a war of dreadful 
commotion, bright with the reflexion 
| 4 God is greateſt, 
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of ſteel, and hoary with riſing plumes, 
appeared like the tumultous ocean, 
when the ſun firſt gleams through the 
tempeſt, 

Here high and conſpicuous as a rock, 
Azim Shaw immoveable ſtood, pre- 
paring to receive Haro, who, like a 
ſhip on the wings of the gale, preſſed 
through the foaming tide, looking di- 
rectly towards him. Now the ſhock 
through the hoſt reſounds; when Haro's 
ſpear of lightning was ſhivered on his 
adverſary's armor, bending his broad 
back to the ſteed, which ſtaggered with 
the violent impulſe ; but Haro fared not 
ſo well, for the ſtrong Siljokian ſpear 
piercing his flee] like ice, entered his 
breaſt to the lungs, and extended him 
bleeding on the duſt. : 


In 
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In the mean time, Arſilla Chan, an 
Afghan general of fame, and friend to 
the unfortunate prince, ſtretched forth 
the ſpear of revenge, when both were 
unhorſed in the encounter; but re- 
covering from the dreadful ſhock, their 
ſabres of burniſhed ſteel, like ſections 
of the etherial bow, uplifted, gleamed 
on the plain, Now their hacked helms 
reſound, red lightning flies from their 
armor, when the hard tempered ſword 


of the Afghan, faithleſs to the ſtrength 
of his arm, like an icicle deſcended to 


the ground, and left him to graſp the 


handle; withthis, in the rage of deſpair, 
he leapt, and on his adverſary's fore- 
head diſcharged ſuch a. ſtunning blow, . 
that he recoiled three ſteps, and on his 
knee ſupported his ſinking weight, till 
the Afghan, ſeizing him in his arms, 
| mea» 
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meaſured his length on the duſt; but 
the point of the Turkuman ſword 
entering below his armor was repelled 
by the ground in his fall, and buried irs 
length in his bowels, 

Thus fell the brave Afghan near his 
prince, and the Turkuman hero ariſing 
remounted his foaming ſteed, and 
| ſpread dreadful carnage around him; 
few ventured to meaſure his ſpear, or 
oppoſe his reſiſtleſs fury ; for, like a 
tyger whom peaſants ſurround, whi- 
therſoever he turned his eyes, he be- 
held but flight and confuſion, 

' Altaſaſh, who had been buſied in 
command, and had left the execution 
to his generals, hearing of the fate of 
his ſon, whom yet in his ſoul he Joved, 
and obſerving the progreſs of the 
Turkuman, who, like a pillar of black 

dſt, 


- 
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duſt, when a mighty whirlwind fub · 


verts the craſhing forreſt, marked his 
paths with deſtruction, recollected the 
feats of his youth, burnt with the 
thoughts of revenge, and ſeemed to 
feel the return of ſtrength confirming 
his aged nerves, that vibrated to the 
heart of valor. 


Giving rein to his ſnorting ſteed, 


he reproached his flying troops, and 
revived their fainting courage, till they 


again turned their ſwords on the foe, 


who already exulted in conqueſt, 


Like a roaring tide in a rapid river, 
rolling back from the ſea on the ſtream, , 
ſo now the Charizmians returned with 
their valiant commander at their head, 
who advancing to the Turkuman chief, 


was generouſly thus addreſſed : 
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4 Father of arms, return, and leave 
«© to youth the field of glory : your 
« fame is already compleated, but mine 
«* can receive no luſtre from lopping 
« theſe aged arms, deprived of their 
* wonted ſtrength; your brave ſon has 
o already fallen a victim to this victo- 
« rjous ſpear, and the greateſt of your 
ie chiefs have expired, quivering round 
« the coldneſs of my ſteel,” 

The aged hero of youthful ſoul, 
piercing him with the eye of diſdain, 
thus replied, © If my fame is already 
1 compleat, ſhall I now, when enjoy- 
e ment is paſt, from prodigality of 
* life become covetous, burying the 
te acquirements of youth, and like a 
* miſer, in wretchedneſs and ignominy, 
be dragged to the grave without a 
tear, the reproach of my noble 

| « anceſtors, 
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« anceſtors, the ſtigma of my honor- 
« able friends, and the juſt contempt 

« of my poſterity ? If each of theſe 

grey hairs were days, were years, 

« were lives, how ſmall were the ſa- 

« crifice now, did not even the groans 

« of my dying ſon awaken the ſpirit of 

« vengeance ?”? 

So ſaying, he lifted up his beaming 
ſpear, that quivered in his nervous 
graſp, which the Turkuman hero ob- 
ſerving, half turning, bent back on his 
ſteed, and drawing a long lance to his 
ear, darting it like lightning from his 
impulſive arm, cried, *<* Begone, over- 
take thy ſon.” 


The wary, undaunted hero bending 
forward eluded the death, which raiſed 
his heron-plume, * and paſſing through 


© Princes wear a plume of herons feathers in 
the Eaſt. | 
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the body of Buctade, joined him to his 


brother Abdalla, and rolled them on 


the bloody plain, objects of dann 
compaſſion. 


Altaſaſh, now ſtretching forth his 
ſpear, forced forward his impetuous 
ſteed, and plowing the ſaddle with his 
point, rooted up the ſtrength of his 
adverſary, who fell like a heavy tree 
that makes the ruſtling foreſt reſound. 
Stunned by the weight of his ar- 
mor, he lay on the purple field, 
when Abdul Chan, the companion 
of his youth, fayored his retreat with 
his life, for the ſpear of Altaſaſh in 
the throat of that chief apened a 
paſlage for his ſoul. 

Now bright gleamed the lightning 
of ſteel, now loud rolled the thunders 
of war, and the tempeſt of deadly 

ſhafts 
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ſhafts deſcended fo furiouſly on the 
Turkumans, that unable to ſuſtain their 
ſhields, they fled like a broken cloud, or 
like ſhadows over the fields of Autumn. 


Now the conquerors returning from 
purſuit admired the extent of the 
camp, lengthened their hands on the 
ſpoil, and with horrible pleaſure traced 
out the bloody footſteeps of the angel 
of death fi who had ſtrowed the field 
with ſlaughter, 

Here Haro was found in his blood, 
but life had not. yet forſaken him, ſo 
that he was borne on a ſhield to his 
father, who, ſtruck with paternal grief, 
wiped a tear by ſtealth from his eye, 
and commanded the attendance of his 
furgeons, His wound being dreſſed 


Called Iſrael by the Mahommedatis, 
with 
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with care, in a ſhort time he gave 
hopes of recovery, which diffuſed uni- 
verſal joy through the camp, and en- 
livened, like the returning ſun, the 
frozen climes of winter. 

When the Charizmians were r2cruit- 
ed with ſtrength by revelling ſome 
days, Altaſaſh, with dreadful incurſion, 
ſtruck terror into the kingdom of Bo- 
chara, and in the ſpace of a few weeks 
circumſcribed it with the ſword of con- 
queſt, the capital alone excepted, within 
whoſe protecting walls Azim Shaw 
withdrew his army from the face of his 
formidable rival. 

Altaſaſh, having prepared for the 
ſiege, advanced his munginicks : to the 
walls, and his mines towards the foun- 


Some kind of battering ram, or other en 
1285 in ſieges. 


dikes. 
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dation, raiſed mountæto command the 
ramparts, and threw the ruins of the 
ſuburbs into the ditch to pave his way 
to victory. In the mean time, the 
towers of the city from various engines 
diſcharged darts, ſtones, and conſuming 

fire, and appeared like a raging vol- 
cano guarded by imminent danger. 
Let the Charizmians, familiar with 
death, by degrees became ſtrangers to 
fear, and ſeemed like ſinewy ſwimmers, 
who, confidently plunge into the deep, 
beat the waves with the arms of 
ſtrength, and with their breaſts oppoſe 
the tide, while the Turkumans, 
hardy and bold, forgot not their anti- 
ent fame, nor the juſtice due to valor. 
When the foundation of the wall was 
ſapped, theditch filled up with rubbiſh, 
and the city appeared through the 
Vor. II. O breach 
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breach crowded with ſpears and 
ſtandards, tffe beſiegers, for a general 
aſſault, were diſpoſed in their various 
ſtations; and that darkneſs might not 
ſcreen the coward, nor obſcure . the 
deeds of the valiant, while yet the 
morning chaced the ſhades, the Cha- 
rizmians ſtole ſilently on, like a cloud 


of miſt over the darkened plain, till 


their ſpears began to lighten in the eyes 
of their foes, the thunders of war to- 
roll, and the tempeſt to deſcend, with 
ſuch fury, as when the gigantic ſons 


of Aad were rooted from the ſoil of 


exiſtence *, 
Reiman, a Turkuman hero, who was 
charged with the defence of the breach, 


f Giants mentioned in the Koran, who are 
ſaid to have been defiroyed by a tempeſt for 
idolatry, about the time of Abraham, | 

| 2 like 
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like a lion rouzed in his den, growling 


with rage, advanced to the verge of 
the ruſtling foreſt, and ſtanding on the 
ruins of the wall, with a voice that 
drowned the trumpets, cried, © Cou- 


« rage, my tigers of war, courage, 


tc and deſtroy theſe thieves, who dare 
©« not give warning like men, but 
«*-baſely would pilfer our glory. Then 
throwing his dreadful ſpear, he ſtrode 
wide with muſcular limbs, and bending 
ſidelong towards the foe, rolled the tor- 
rent of ſteel down the breach, con- 
founding their order and valor. | 
Ozin Haſſen, a warrior of Buduch- 
ſhan, advanced; his bulk like an ele- 
phant contracting his mouth into a 
circle, which, from lungs that boiled 
with rage, diſcharged a cloud of ſmoke, 
and his buſhy brows looked horrid' over 
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the caves of his burning eyes. He 

toſſed a brazen ſhield to the ſun, no 
dazzled with its own image, then 
brandiſhing a flaming ſword, it de- 
ſcended in a circle of fire on the iron- 


bound ſpear of Reiman, and lopped it 


ſhort like a reed in his hands, which 


were benumbed by the violent blow. 


The Turkuman hero felt awe; but 
recovering his preſence of mind, he 
gave ſtrength to his ſpear that ſounded 
on the ſhield of his adverſary; then 
graſping a ponderous ruin with both 
hands, ſtraining his back, he raiſed it 


to his right ſhoulder, then poiſing it, 


turned upon his left heel, which ſunk 
in the yielding rubbiſh, he diſcharged 
it with ſuch violence 6n his foe, that. 
overſtraining himſelf, he fell proſtrate. 


f Ozin Haſſen, like a tree borne down by 


a bound- 
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a bounding maſs of rock from a moun- 
tain, fell backward, bearing multitudes 
to the ground, groaning under the op- 
preſſive burthen. 

'Reimin, recovering from his fall, 
brandiſhed his broad ſabre in the air, 
like a fiery faggot, and, ruſhing in bis 
might down the breach, drove | terror 
and death before him. 

As when the Gehun * breaking down 
the mounds on its banks, roars into the 
deluged plain, ſcorning all obſtruction, 
ſo now the Turkumanian hero in a 
mighty torrent of ſteel; while the Cha- 
rizmians, like a flock of ſheep, unwill- 
ingly driven into the pool, preſſed one 
upon the back of another; for the fore- 
moſt, remote from danger, ſtood faſt on 
the brink of diſhonor, while thoſe be- 


£ The Oxus. 
O 3 hind, 


I 
hind, ſhrinking from blows, neglected 
the means of ſafety, and tired the arm 
of flaughter. 

The Turkuman general from the 
ramparts on high, perceiving.the rout 
of the Charizmians, to avail himſelf 
of the moment of fear, with a ſqua- 
dron of choſen horſe ſallied out at 
the Samarcundian gate; but on his way 
to attack them in flank, he ſaw Haro 
ſcaling the wall with a company of ſe- 
lected warriors. 

Now Haro had hooked his kum- 
mund*, and was vigorouſly aſcending 
the rampart, when the Turkuman at- 
tacked his party, and- mowed them 
down with the edge of the ſword, be- 


» A kind of hook rope, which the ſoldiers 
of Aſia are taught to throw a great height, and 
by the means of -which they ſcale walls, 
| | fore 


* 


© iy wel 


fore they were aware of danger. In 
the mean time the defendants above, 
when his helmet firſt glanced over the 
parapet, advanced their oppoling ſpears, 
and throwing him headlong from on 
high, he fell with his weight on the 
Turkuman hero, and cruſhed him with 
his ſteed to the ground. | 
The penetrating eye of Altaſaſh ob- 
ſerving the unſucceſsful attack, he de- 


tached another party to their reſcue, 


. which arriving in this critical moment, 


when the prince was on the verge of 
fate, the battle was renewed with fury, 
but the Turkuman general was borne off, 


and Haro, ſtunned with his fall, left to 


his brave Charizmians, who carried him 

inſenſible to his father. 
While yet the victorious Reiman 
toiled in the falling harveſt, and with 
O4 _ ranks 
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rinks of the dead, like ſheaves, marked 
his progreſſive labor. Altaſaſh now 
obſerving his troops ſtruck with panic, 
by the ruling planet of a fatal hour, gave 
reins to his fire-breathing ſteed, that 
ſnorting threw his mane to the gale, 
and bounding in the pride. of ſtrength 
_ repelled the tide of arms with the 
| ſwelling breaſt of courage. | 
Now the aged chief, glittering in his 
armour of ſteel, appeared on the edge 
of war, crying, Friends, heroes, Cha- 
« rizmians.! do you then follow diſ- 
<* honor and danger, and leave glory 
« and ſafety behind you; return, return 
to the charge, my God has returned 
«© me my ſtrength; I feel not the 
« weight of my ſpear, and, fired like 
e an aged tree, I burn with redoubled 
<« ardor.”* | 


So 


- 
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So faying, he faced the ſtorm of 
arrows, darts, and ſtones that ſounded 
on his battered armour ; and raiſing 
his mighty ſpear, bent a threatning 
eye on Reimàn; who, like a panther 
breathing on his prey, who perchance 
has rouzed a lion, ſtruck with awe, 


ſtopped ſhort, and with-held the uplifted 
blow that impended over the head of 


Afaker. Altaſaſh, with unerring aim, *- 


having winged his ſpear with ſtrength, 
Elich Chan, prince of Kaſhgar, an in- 
fortunate youth, who ſought glory un- 
der the victorious Turkuman, preſſing 
forward with noble zeal, intervened be- 
tween death and Reiman, received 
the ſteel through his back, and like 
an agla, blown down in full bloſſom, 
"—_ his vernal beauties, 


Reiman 


W 
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Reimian having graſped the ſpear, ex- 
erted his ſtrength in vain to ex- 
tract it from the guſhing wound: ſo 
couching behind his ſhield, with eyes 
red rolling above, he advanced with 
wary ſtrides, trailing his broad fabre 
behind him, till riſing in his ſtrength 
he aimed a blow at the proud arch of 
the Arabian ſteed, which ſevered the 
head from the body, and plunged the 
aged hero in blood. Recovering in a 
moment to his knees, the ſecond ſound- 
ing blow he received on his uplifted 
ſword, and ſpringing firmly ſtood up, 
and oppoſed the foe ſword to ſword, 
and foot to foot, while blow for blow 
deſcended, as when two ſturdy ar- 
mourers, ſtriding round with alternate 
ſtrokes, ſhake the ſounding anvil; 
while their breaſts heave high, and 
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the living ſparkles fly from the tortured 
ſteel around them. 

Altaſaſh conſidering his age, 00 
to the vigor of youth, ſeizing his ſword 
in his left hand, drew a war hatchet of 
hard tempered ſteel from his girdle, and 
cloſing with his adverſary diſcharged 
ſuch a furious blow on his helmet, that, 
like a pick- ax throꝰ a ſtratum of rock 
penetrating into a ſofter ſoil, it pierced 
his boiling brain, and ſtretched him on 
the groaning ground, the gigantic ob- 
ject of wonder. i 

Nou the ſhouting Charizmians ad- 
vanced, while the Turkumans in a 
ſurly mood retire, as when a herd of 
obſtinate buffaloes, peſtered by a ty- 
greſs and her whelps, retreat with flow 
diſdain, oft turning on their cautious 
purſuers, watching to ſnatch —— 
| 1 
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In the mean time a ſhout in the rear 
ſtruck the ear of the brave Altaſaſh, 
. demanding. his ſpeedy attention ; for 
Faeck, governor of Talikan, at the re- 
queſt of the Turkuman, had advanced 
with twenty thouſand brave allies, and 
now with his herawils „ had attacked 
the rear of the fainting Charizmians. 
As when a caffila travelling to Cathay, 
over the long-graſſed plains of Mo- 
gulſtan, ſurrounded by robbers, be- 
hold the country in flames around 
them, and the diminiſhing circle of 
fire involving them in ſmoaky horrors, 
ſo now the dejected Charizmians beheld 
the ſurrounding danger. 
Now every eye ſeemed enlarged, and 
every opening mouth ſhook the pale 


Huſſars or 8 


lips 
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lips of terror, excepting a ſew brave 
chiefs, whoſe ſouls, in proportion to 
danger, ſwelled with increaſing courage. 
But their alacrity to engage the foe 
encouraged the reſt in vain ; for deſpair 
had. extinguiſhed the lamp of hope, 
that illuminates the ſouls of the brave, 
and directs the reſolute ſtep in the 
ſtormy night of danger. | 

With theſe few, in cloſe column 
wedged, the brave commander led on, 
inſpiring them thus with glory. War- 
« riors, rivals of Ruſtumł, too brave 
& to be diſcouraged by numbers, let us, 
e united in ſtrength as in ſoul, blunt 
& our ſwords on the bones of our ad- 
« yerſaries; and while ſhoulder to 
4 ſhoulder we fight, they can oppoſe 


* A great Tartar hero. 


F 


„us 


[as Þ 
. & us but man to man, and their num? 
« bers will nothing avail them. Thus 
„the front will ſtrike pannic into the 
“rear, and diſtant danger, as through 
e miſt, will appear tremendous over 
te the field of blood, ſtalking with gi- 
<« gantic ſtrides,” 
Commanding his nephew Junar to 
_ endeavour, to make head againſt the 
Turkumans, he waved his broad ſabre 
ia the air, and charging the forces of 
Taſhcund, in a cloud of riſing duſt, like 
awhirlwind, attacked their ſtrength; and 
ſtruck them with univerſal confuſion ; 
for. imagining themſelves attacked by 
the united power of the Charizmians, 
they turned their face to flight, leaving 
the paths of purſuit to be choaked up 
with horſes and arms, and the bodies of 
their ſlaughtered companions. 
| Amir 


f 223 ] 

Amir Azim, a hero of renown, of 
the noble family of Sirchus, having | 
exerted his authority in vain, deter- 
mined to die with glory, fo unexpectedly 
ruſhing on Altafaſh with a battle-ax, 
piercing his armour, divided the joint 
of his left ſhoulder, and had almoſt 
borne him to the ground. But the 
aged hero collecting his might, through 
the quilted defence of his adverſary 
opened his lungs to the wind, ſo that 
the roſy wine of life guſhed from the 
broken clay, and ſtained the field with” 
crimſon, 

When the Taſcundien forces were 
routed, the warriors with tears in their 
eyes aſſemble round their father in 
war, while thus the aged hero addreſſed 

L A war-dreſs quilted thick with cotton. 

Brave 
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- *« Brave ſons, delight of my age, 
b « your actions exceed praiſe, and ſtrike 
eme with pleaſing wonder. You have, 

_ «« pilded the evening of my day, but 
| « the time of my ſetting draws. near, 
| © and-my long night approacheth, Like 
] a bridegroom in the hour of ex- 
e pectation, by deſtiny raviſhed from 
his joy, my boſom is ſtung with re- 
« oret, and bleeds for the fate of my. 
« army,—From ſuccour far removed, 
« and faint with growing labor, ſur- 
* rounded by numerous foes, who 
« thirſt for your blood, muſt 1 leave 
« you to ſtruggle with miſery, curſing 
« the raſh council which involved you 
in this inextricable maze of difficulty? 
% No, while this arm retains ſtrength, 
jet me pull you from the whirlpool 
e of misfortune, in which you mult ſoon 
“ ſink, 
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«. ſink, if you reſolve not on a bold 
« exertion, ſwear then every man by my 
„ ſword to fall in the breach, or con- 
quer. In the mean time let my 
« wound be concealed, let us lull them 
« by a feigned retreat, and while they 

e ſport, intoxicated with victory, like 
« peaſants in their moon-light revels, let 
eus ſpring like hungry tigers from 
<« the wood, and turn their mirth to 
« ſadneſs,” 


The voice of approbation was | hide; 

and ſwords were ſeen; brandiſhing in 
the air, fighting the foe in imagination; 
But now the wheel of day rolled down 
the ſteep of heaven, when Altafaſh re - 
turning victorious found his army 
driven to their camp; and ſuch was the 
uproar and confuſion, as when a ſud- 
den ſtorm of hail on a numerous fair 

Vor. 11. P _ deſcends, 
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deſcends, when in the open fields af- 
ſembled.—Surrounded by his valiant 
troops he retired to his private tent, 
and commanded them to reſt for a few 
hours to invigorate their bodies for 
action, then ordering the proper guards, 
he wrote the following letter to the Tur- 
kuman. 

« To the moſt noble prince, health. 
«Be it known to their * enlightened 
% mind, that we of our benevolence, 
« deſirous of ſtopping the effuſion of 
4 blood, rather than ſo many brave 
% men ſhould 'perifh by our victorious 
„ ſwords, have reſolved to proffer them 
peace, if they immediately evacuate 
the place; and that we will here put 


m It is here to be obſerved that the Aſiatics, by 


way of reſpect to princes, always addreſs them 
in the third * plural. 
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<4 bounds: to our conqueſts, leaving 
them the kingdom of Samarcand.' "4 


When the Turkuman had read the 
letter, he expoſed it, exulting to his 


friends, and thus .returned his an- 
 ſwer. 


* Moſt high and magnanimous 
prince, moſt generous to their 
«friends, health. Their lofty letter 
« of peaceful purport hath Juſt met 
with our peruſal, but we are ſorry 
their unſeaſonable bounty cannot 
< poſſibly obtain acceptance, and that 
« it ſurpaſſes our power to acknowledge 
* ſuch favours as they cannot confer. 
„Our ſwords ſhall bound their con- 
« queſt; and their own walls will. ſoon 
*« deny them the aſylum they claim 
* from our victorious pens, by pre · 
1. * offers of peace.“ a 

P 2 . In 
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In the mean time Altaſaſh had iſſued 
orders to make a proper diſpoſition for a 
retreat, when a. courier, accompanying 
his own, returned with the Turkuman's 
anſwer; and having ſpied the ſituation 
of affairs, he haſtened with the news to 
his maſter. | 
Intoxicated with joy and pride he 
ordered a public rejoicing, ſo that the 
voice of feſtivity and riot was heard 
in every ſtreet, and the actions of the 


day were repeated, in which each 


ſeemed the hero of his tale, mounted 
on the pinnacle of oſtentation. 

During this ſcene of madneſs Al- 
taſaſh, meaſuring back his retreat un- 
der the veil of darkneſs, diſmounting his 
felected band, led them on to the deadly 
breach over the bodies of their ſlaugh- 
tered companions, while the ' remain- 
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ing ſquadrons repaired each to their ap- 

pointed ſtations. Now - fearing tro 
| * breathe, they advanced on the ſilent 

tiptoes of caution, and frowned on the 
officious moon, that from a cloud 
. glanced on their armour. The ruſt- 
ling of a leaf waked the ear, and the 
ſmalleſt touch of ſpear: upon ſpear 
quiyered to the heart of expectation; 
the doors of attention ſtood open to the 
air, and foes of gloomy aſpect were 
ſeen to ſtalk over the-ruins of the aw- 
ful breach, by the creative eyes of ima- 
_gination : but when the challenge was 
heard from the wall, fear ſtarted like a 
thief from their breaſts, and courage 
. aſſuming the ſoul, they ſhouted, 5* Vic- 
&« tory is from God!” and ſhook their 
beards at danger. 8 
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As bees difturbed in their hive; when 


Feaſting on the honey of delight, pre- 
paring their vindictive ſtings, ſo now 
te noiſe of alarm fills the high cupola 
of heaven, while the Charizmiah chief, 
through the breach, forced his deftruc- . 
tive way, and marked his paths with 
flaughter. As he urged his courſe. to 
the gate, to admit the remainder of his 
army, the Turkuman leader advanced, 
accompanied by the guards of his 
palace, and joined his brother Ordu 
Chan, who, with a ſquadron of Mo- 
gulſtan horſe and a company of Fir- 
ganian archers, commanded in that 1 im- 
portant ſtation. 
Here the battle raged, as when ad- 
verſe winds ſeize by the heads the 
ſurges of the nightly deep; dire were 
the . of dying men, and dire the 
clang 
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clang of arms! ſuch the noiſe and gleam 
of ſteel, as when a ſhipwrecked mariner 
on ſome rocky ſhore, by the pale re- 


flection of the angry moon, ſees the 8 


| roating wayes more horrible. At length, 
deſerted by half their troops, the Tur- 
kuman chiefs gave way to the torrent, 
and diſmounting turned their broad 


backs to the gate, where with ſword - 


and ſhield they oppoſed death, that 
brandiſhed a thouſand darts around 
them, 

As when two huge elephants in a 
keda caught *, ſurrounded by cruel i in- 
ſulting peaſants, are attacked with 


n A place ſurrounded with a ſtrong palliſade, 


and a deep ditch within, having a gate and kind 


of porteullis, where wild elephants ate caught 
by being decoyed in by tame elephants, or 
drove in by drums, trumpets, fire, &c. 


T4 Tears, 
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ſpears, ſtones, darts, and fire, with a 
view to conquer their fierce ſpirit, fo 
now the ſurly heroes ſtood; but where- 
ever they turned their threatening eyes, 
the croud recoiled with pale diſmay, 
wondering at their own adventurous 
ſteps that durſt approach ſo near de- 
ſtruction. 

When heaps of dead were piled be- 
fore them, and Altaſaſh perceived their 
invincible obſtinacy, fearing a check at 
this critical juncture, he thus addreſſed 
his friends around him. 

'« Sharne ! warriors in the prime of 
4 youth, ſhall two ſnatch victory from 
te the graſp of thouſands, and muſt an 
* old man, like me, fainting with his 
wound, tread before you the paths of 
« olory ? behold then this ſoul ſet free 
that ſcorns to breathe diſhonour,”* 
n | 90 


19 
So ſaying, he ruſhed on the Turku- 
man general, and diſcharged a blow on 
his helmet, but while blow for blow 
ſounds on their hacked armour, the 
brave Haro, who from the bruiſes of 
his fall had been, during the day con- 
fined to his litter, unable to reſtrain his 
youthful fire, had ſprung into the 
breach to ſhare the glory, and arriv- 
ing at the gate in this moment of fate, 
beheld his father in the e con- 
flict. oy / 
"NS 8 from A 
\ ſtormy cloud, ſo now Haro iſſued forth 
from the raging crowd, wielding a pon- 
derous mace of iron. Ordu Chan, like 
a tyger attacked in his den, ſprung on 
his foe with tremenduous roar, but re- 


ceived the mace on his craſhing ſcull, 5 
and 
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and bit the ground. in deadly, an- 

guiſh. 

Ali Tiggi obſerving his brother's fate, 

ruſhed on Haro with uplifted ſword ; 
but while the blow, like lightning fell, 
Altaſaſh exerting all his might, through 
the depending chains of his ad verſary's 
helmet, ſevered the head from the 

_ . quivering bod. 
The gate was cleared, unbarred, and 
opened, while the Charizmian army 
poured into the town, and through 
every ſtreet ſpread fire and ſlaughter. 
Now death in all his horrors reigned, 

and devaſtation trampled on the works 
of ages, but victory ſaluted the ears 
of Alcafaſh, while he ſet le the ſun 
in a blaze of glory. 
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VH E prince, during the recital of 
J this ſtory, was ſeen agitated by - 
various paſſions ſometimes he ſtarted 
from his ſeat, as tranſported to the field 
of action, graſping the viſionary ſword, 
and ſtriding with ſwelling muſcles 
along ; ſometimes with heart-breaking 
anxiety he hung on the words of the 
ſage, as on the words of a judge, in 
the deciſive moment of pronouncing the 
awful ſentence of condemnation; ſome- 
| tines a tear from his eyes inſenſibly fell 
like the dew of the morning, his colour 
was ſeen to change, and the thrill of 
ſenſibility 


l 
ſenſibility to ſhake the bloſſoms * his 
Whitening cheeks. a 

be ſage obſerved it with uncommon 
pleaſure, knowing that the feeling heart 
alone is capable of receiving and re- 
taining the ſtrong impreſſions of virtue, 
and when he had finiſhed his entertain 
ing tale, began to pour forth his ſoul 
in divine ejaculations to his Maker. 
In the mean time the prince relapſed 
into all the phrenſy of enthuſiaſtic love, 
and impatiently waited the concluſion 
of his prayer, that he might requeſt his 
direction to the point of hope. 
Accordingly, when the hands of 
ſupplication were cloſed, the prince, 
bowing his forehead to the duſt, ſeized 
his ſkirts, and with imploring eye 
thus opened the lips of requeſt : 
O father whoſe purity of faith 
| 6s admits 
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i admits thee into the ſociety of the 
* prophets, let my ſteps be directed 
in the way of ſucceſs, and with 
C gratitude of heart let me depart from 
* thy hoſpitable abode in ſearch of the 
„object of my wiſhes.” 
Patience,“ replied Mubirra, * this 
« night give reſt to thy ſoul, and to- 
* morrow thou ſhalt behold the city. 
e graced by the preſence of thy be- 
« loved.” The prince, tranſported at 
theſe words of comfort, waſhed his feet 
with tears of joy; and as now the 
ſpacious vault of night had involved 
half the world in darkneſs Jehmndar 
ſtretched his limbs to reſt, but his mind 
on the fluttering wings of fancy ex- 
plored the devious paths of Pleaſure, 
and from the waking dreams of night | 


Mt ſtarted at the unexpected morning. 
C HAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


The. Rory of the contending 
brothers. 


HE N. the hymeneal choir 
VV of che virgin morn, who in 
all her bluſhing charms, from -the 
painted . palaces of the eaſt, advanced 
to eſpouſe the day, ſtruck the raviſhed 
ear of the devout ſage, like the ſacred 
ſymphony of the ſong of paradiſe, he 
raiſed his : brightening eye to heaven, 
and joined his -yaice to the voice of 
nature; nor was the prince ſilent in the 
ſong of praiſe, nor his ſoul ungrateful 
to his great Creator. 


5 Et The 
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The fage, obſerving. him on the 
knees of ſupplication, was warmed with 
love ſurpaſſing paternal 3 and when he 
had finiſhed, he laid his bleſſed hand 
on his head, and with melting eye, ſaid : 
« My ſon, ariſe, thouwaft crowned with 
« gold, but I crown thee with virtue; 


s yet, heaven ordains that the ſtorms 


4 of adverſity ſhould darken, ere yet 
e the ſun of Proſperity , ſhall gild Wy 
4 fate.“ ö 

Jehandar, proſtrating himſelf, kiſſed 
the hem of his garment, and his heart 
ſwelling with love, gratitude, and ad- 
miration, he expreſſed them by ſilent 
tears, The fage, embracing him in the 
arms of affection, ſaid: Go, my ſon, 
“jet me not detain you, leſt you ſteal 
e part of my heart from heaven; let 
* me-bind up your ee and you ſhall 


” - inſtantly 
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A inſtantly be tranſported to where 
« you will behold. three brothers 
* quarrelling violently about their in- 
« heritance. Theſe heaven has or- 
% dained, that, for their unparalleled 
« ;ngratitude, they ſhall by you be 
« deprived of theſe ineſtimable benefits 
« bequeathed by their holy father,” 
Accordingly, having bound up his 
eyes, he beſprinkled him with the water 
of power. A dizzineſs ſeized his 
brain, and when he recovered from his 
trance, he perceived he ſtood upon a 
highway. There he beheld three men 
fighting at a diſtance, as the prophet 
had juſt foretold ; but miſſing his par- 
rot, he exclaimed: My little, my loved, 
my beauteous friend ! why haſt thou 
« deſerted my boſom ? Sorrow, like 
«a noiſome toad, aſſumes thy place in 
& ,my 
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„my breaſt, Yet, let me not upbraid' 
e with treachery my bird unheard : 
perhaps he now is gone to the ſplendid 
daughter of Alta, for whom I tread 
te the paths of grief, —I will hope the 
« beſt of my friend, and of the love 
<* which. directs my ſteps.” 

So ſaying, he advanced towards the 
brothers, who, on perceiving him, 
ceaſed their unnatural ſtrife, waiting 
his approach with impatience to give 
judgment in the cauſe conteſted. —- 
When he arrived, with uplifted hands, 
all at once, they preferred their com- 
plaint z ſo that amazement was ftruck 
dumb, and comprehenſion quite con- 
founded. At length, when their fer- 
mented paſſions found vent, the prince 
perceived that a leathern purſe, a 
beggar's diſh, and a pair of old ſlippers, 

Vol. II. begqueathed 
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bequeathed by their father, was the” 
whole ſubject of their contention. 

Amazed, that things ſo contempti- 
ble to appearance ſhould occaſion 
bloodſhed and fraternal difcord, he 
called the words of the ſage to re- 
membrance, and conceiving that they 
muſt be poſſeſſed of ſome uncommon 
virtues, he told the brothers, that he 
could not poſſibly give judgment till 
he was informed of the value of the 
things. 

Accordingly, the eldeft brother, who 
inſiſted on his choice from birthright, 
told him, that as the purſe poſſeſſed 
the quality of being miraculouſly ſup- 
plied with gold by the Geni, who 
conferred it on his father, in any 
quantity, and as often as deſired, he 


therefore made choice of the purſe. __ 
#: 11 The 


* 
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The ſecond ſaid, that as their 
father had not named the particulars, 
but had deſired them to be equally 
divided, it was but juſtice to decide 
it by lot; for that though the diſh 
poſſeſſed the virtue of being always 
filled by whatever eatables were wiſhed. 
for, yet it was by no means equal to the 


purſe, for that gold could procure all 


things. | 

The third rejected the flippers, 
which, he ſaid, they wanted to palm 
upon him, ſaying, that though they 
poſſeſſed the virtue of tranſporting the 
wearer inviſibly, whitherſoever he de- 


fired, yet he thought them much in- 


ferior to the others. 
When the prince had heard their 


complaint, he was aſtoniſhed at their diſ- 


content and folly ; for any one of the three 


Q 2 legacies 
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things in diſpute ſurpaſſed the treaſure 
of kings. He therefore concluded, that 
the brothers were unworthy of ſuch in- 
eſtimable bleſſings, as they ungratefully 
threw them thus in the face of all- 
bounteous heaven, and turned ſavours, 
ptecious as their eyes, into bandied balls 
of contention. He determined to re- 
move the cauſe ; for which' purpoſe he 
propoſed that he himſelf ſhould ſhoot 
three arrows, in three different directions, 
from the place where the things were 
placed on the ground, that on a ſignal 
of his hand they ſhould fer out, and 
whoever returned firft with an arrow 
ſhould be intitled to the firſt choice. 

The brothers immediately conſented, 
They ſtripped, and, when the ar- 
rows were ſhot, and the ſignal given, 
flew to fetch them on the wings of 
7 6 opagyt 6 hope,” 
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hope. In the mean time Jehandar 
deliberately put his feet in the ſlip- 
pers, and taking up the purſe and 
diſh, wiſhed himſelf in the city of 
Chanbalich, whither he was tranſported 
in a moment, as in a dream, leaving 
the fooliſh brothers on the road, gnaw- 
ing the finger of ſorrow, 
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